A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his
influence stops.
Henry Brooks Adams

his month’s issue features articles on teaching situ-

ations within and beyond the classroom. Peter But-

den begins by examining how experiential knowl-
edge gained through studying Japanese can directly inform
our English teaching practice. He ar-
gues that Japanese language learning
can help us examine our beliefs and
we can use the information obtained
as a basis for critical reflection about
our teaching. It is just about the peak
of job-hunting season. This year the
job market is more competitive than
ever. In his article on recruitment,
Paul Stapleton describes an exercise
where 72 resumes were received for
a university language teacher position. The results show a
view of language teaching in Japan and reveals data on how
competitive the job market is in Japan. Philip McCasland and
Brent Poole follow with an article on what it takes to secure a
university position in Japan. They examine topics such as the
job hunting season, where to find jobs and the most com-
mon job requirements. Dale Ward looks at formal classroom
observations, how they can be viewed in a positive light, and
how teachers can use them to their own advantage.

Interested in publishing in a JALT publication? Come to
our annual “Getting Published” presentation during the
JALT 2004 conference at Tezukayama University in Nara City.
Members of our publishing team will give you practical ad-
vice on how to prepare your manuscript for submission, the
production process, article themes, and more. Go to <jalt.
org/jalt2004> for more details on this and many other pres-
entations that will be held during the four-day event.

Nigel Henry
Co-Editor
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Know About IATEFL?

You can join the International
Association of Teachers of
English as a Foreign Language
(IATEFL), as well as any number
of IATEFL SIGs, through JALT.
Check the ostal cash transfer
form at the back of this issue for
more information!
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TLT / Job Information Centre Policy on Discrimination

The editors oppose discriminatory language, policies, and employment practices, in accordance
with Japanese and international law. Exclusions or requirements concerning gender, age, race,
religion, or country of origin should be avoided in announcements in the JIC Positions column,
unless there are legal requirements or other compelling reasons for such discrimination, and these
reasons are clearly explained in the job announcement. The editors reserve the right to edit ads for
clarity, and to return ads for rewriting if they do not comply with this policy.
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