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This study examined the effects of intercultural experiences on English commu-
nicative competence and learning motivation of students studying at three public
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elementary schools in the Kanto region of Japan. The participants of this study were
262 fifth-grade students with and without intercultural experiences. The students
were divided into the following groups: those with experience of living overseas (n =
32), those with experience of travel overseas (n = 132), and those with no overseas
experience (n = 98). The Eiken Junior Silver Test was administered to the partici-
pants to assess their English communicative competence. In order to assess their
intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation including the constituent regulations
(identified, introjected, and external), a questionnaire was administered. The study
also included an identical follow-up procedure conducted after one year, when the
participants were sixth graders.

The results of the study suggest that regardless of school grade, students living
overseas for a mean period of two and a half years showed a greater gain in English
communicative competence than students without such experience. Specifically,
the group of participants who had lived overseas for the abovementioned mean
period showed statistically higher mean scores on the Eiken Junior Silver Test than
the other two groups. Although an improvement in test scores was recognized from
grades five to six in all groups, there was no difference in the mean levels of test score
improvement attributable to exposure to intercultural experience.

Regarding intrinsic motivation, the findings suggest thatin the fifth grade, students
with intercultural experiences (living and traveling overseas) had stronger intrinsic
motivation as compared to those without such intercultural experiences; however,
this difference disappeared in the sixth grade. Thus, it can be inferred that the effects
of intercultural experiences on intrinsic motivation do not last long. The effects of
intercultural experiences on extrinsic motivation also show that such experiences
(living and traveling overseas) increase identified regulation from grades five to six.
It can be inferred from this that intercultural experiences ultimately enable students
to envisage more clearly how to relate their English learning to their future goals.
These results also suggest that intercultural experiences stimulate the development
of children, as identified regulation becomes strong after adequate intrinsic motiva-
tion is cultivated at an early age.

Effects on introjected and external regulations differed based on the extent of the
participants’ intercultural experiences. Only the group who had traveled overseas
showed an increase in introjected regulation from grades five to six. Thus, it can be
inferred that the experience of traveling overseas promotes learners’ self-motivation
by leading them to compare their English competence to that of others who have
achieved higher levels. This inference is reasonable as the experience of traveling
overseas provides high intrinsic motivation similar to that of the living overseas
experience, but unlike the latter, it does not increase English competence simultane-
ously. Regarding external regulation, this study found that the experience of living
overseas increased the external regulation from grades five to grade six, whereas
the experience of traveling overseas decreased the external regulation in the same
period. The difference in these results may be due to differences in the degree to
which students are also engaged in supplementary education.
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Finally, the present study further provides examples of the effects of intercultural
experiences on the participants’ English communicative competence and learning
motivation from their parents’ viewpoint, using the questionnaire responses of the
parents (e.g., concerning what the participants said or did after intercultural experi-
ences). Based on the findings from the responses of the participants and their par-
ents, three implications relating to potential use of the intercultural experiences of
students in elementary school English education are discussed.

Keywords: communicative competence; intercultural experiences; motiva-
tion; public elementary schools; self-determination theory
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54K
SAEREE EO AN [F—EE PFEY
Bk R DT
M SO M SO M SD M SD
SO 1.94 088 247 085 297 097 360 1.07

WESMFAEREREE (n = 32) 1.89 085 2.68 086 3.00 1.10 3.92 0.97
W FRATREBREE (n=132) 203 092 248 092 3.01 102 371 1.05

WS re R 72 U (n = 98) 1.84 082 240 075 2.89 0.87 334 1.08
6 X

SEJFEEE ROANR  F—4ER NFEH)

Gk AT O

M SO M SO M SD M SD

N 1.85 080 2.52 0.77 3.12 0.99 346 1.13

HEINAERREREE (n=32) 197 080 234 066 3.05 105 3.28 1.33
HEIMTRATREERTE (n = 132) 1.86 086 2.63 086 3.25 095 358 1.14
ISR 75 LB (n = 98) 1.80 0.69 242 067 297 101 335 1.05
N =262
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3.
ZERO ORGSR
Sources SS dfr MS F p n,°
Between Subjects
B RESR 16,70  2.00 835 319 * 0.043 0.02
A 678.34 259.00  2.62
Within Subjects
O 543.82 248 219.66 190.23 ** <0.001 0.42
O X 241 495 049 042 0.833 o
B R
e 740.41 641.21 1.15
R 1.24 100 124 200 0.159  0.01
R X B REBx 295 200 148 237 0.095 0.02
A 161.14 259.00  0.62
O XK 6.57 283 232 7.9 ** <0.001 0.03
LD X AR X B 727  5.66 128 397 ** 0.001 s

AL B
E=¥ia 236.90 732.61 0.32
*p <.05. **p < 01.

TROKZHNERERIRT D701, BMiZ AR OREZTIT o7, £ ORER. i
SMRAEREBRIE I BT DB O LAR R (F3,777) = 3.58, p = 014, 77 2= .01). 5Lk
TTREBRIFIC BT 2B DV SRR (FB,777) = 5.95, p = .001, 7, 22 po)icEnEn
BRENBSN, o, 5 RITIE, B RBRE B DT ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ}bmt
(F(2.259) =3.15, p= 044, 7 ? =.02).

B B RN R & 2 E IR OFE R, WM ERBREEO N FE MBI DTS4 K
INEEERIIE T 20, F—HIFHEEFEIIA BIC LR LU TWE(F(1,259)
=20.81, p<.001, 7,?=.07; F(1,259) = 23.74, p< .001, 7 ? = .08; F(1,259) = 6.01, p
=.002, 1 2= .02; (35 18)., WS R1T REBRRED N TR BIHE D13 & S I35 68 A
SEERICIE T L. MRS B0 AN A 21 5 LW (F(1,259)=
50.04, p < .001, 77, = .16; F(1,259) = 108.52, p— 002, 77,2=30; F(1,259) = 32.03, p <
001, 7 2= 11; F({,259) = 7.73, p=.006, 7,?=.03), F7z. SR :,t FULREBREN
FEEBETT HEENBLIF(2,259) = 524, p =006, 7,7= 04), #IMIHEREER
ﬁt@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁi@ﬁq%ﬂﬁ%&jm;t/ﬂémx%ﬁf;bﬁi@ﬁqé’%aﬁb%ow‘wﬁ

mno (KABIR) . DED, 54K, BSULRERD S 2 B EDONFHI B D
Wa\ BRI E QNFEIEIE D 1 K0 b WA A SN Tz,
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B N %D B2 (Tomiyama, 2009), ZOZEICONTIHHEEIIWHINZTHAS,
— T, SN EEE R R B O PE O 2 = — > a VRE DRI RN 5 2 &3 75<,
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REBR KO B IINRNCEERIB T 5EE 256N,

BT, BB GEsMEERB) 13, JEaI 22— al i EED»HIE
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72545 S N TE/DY (Cummins, 1982/2001; FE#, 2006; H 55, 2016), AWFZEI,
YR OIGEB DA S B O N ERR O I 2 2 — a VRE I, BAMIRTT
REERFEC N R BRI U RS LR U TENW S EN T —H TR DWW TSN e 5T, £
7= REE NS LMD NREEHOII a2 —2a BENDOE IO aE DI
SNEHERRDWEFE S 2 = A — a > Be O b AN =,

ZOFEFRIT. BoUERBRTI3 72 <, WIMNHTERBREEOREZT OBE ~DORE.LMN
EWIEICH KT DR E 5N 5, LML, HiET A RO H I3, 54 K156
ERITEREE O ZEN 2 <A LT, KIERBICE 2% 21T, BFEERDZEITA
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1., SRS RICIEINS RN ST DED. WAL TERRBREED B W B D AR Ef
13, REZEDBE O LNTER T 25D TIH AW gEENEWEE 25T,

INA T, WA REBRBE (54 R M = 80.32, 64E KM = 83.89). WA RER 72 URE (54F
KM = 80.12, 64F KM = 83.24) DT AMEFRH /NN T —- 1A (2006b) D654144 % k5
EUTZHERE R GHEAEM = 73.82, 64E4EM = 76.97) S L THOVRD &M -T2, HESE
ERBBNNSZE THEEMHEA ALY, BREERDIEFEIZI 22—
TaliehMmeIE LIFensonbLizn, UL, BERXK O EZZ T2 148
KNG DINEFEIGE OB TH L AJREEDH D, ZOBRBICLZZEEHIRICONT
13 AEORINSHN NS0, SEIRI SN RD 5L,

5 =02, BB R BE (e SN i TERRBREE - Y SV HRAT AR BRTE) O N FE RV Bk DV
13 SEERMSEEE LRI THGE T 228, S FMENEDTNA LT 528850
1278577, WHEHIBIHE DT N6 4ERITAR RS BRIT. R4 L & 1T o 72 e TR ST N6 4E
EIIEDEWNENERE DT 224G L TWzEWHEHiEdH—29 % (Carreira, 2006a,
2006b; Carreira, 2011; #&J5%, 2013; Nishida, 2015) . F7=. fRi&EENSH I NFERIEIHED
TOMEOH LS | VOB Ea I E N,

SN T 72813, FEFEFE R 2 IR0 EE D I, RRiE L
W, | (AR TREBREE)

FOLRRBRBE QM TERR BREE . MBS R I T IR BR D) D6 R DN FEIENE DT 1T
NN GITEM = 3.28; F*fTM = 3.58) . =& E B Y D720 TIISE RN S64EKITIK
T35, #JE (2013) WMHERTT &I, SLEFEEE ADOBENIC IS THNFHREIED
MK T L7200 H LN, 2720, BSBRRBRAN S KNS 64 KIZ[A —H I
BEE ST TWAREREFRIRICHRNT 2L, BRUUBEBRNEEOFREE(E#EL T
WBEZITAZEMTES, FlZIE, ZOMEML. REICHNREE DT E2AL
RIS TND kD BEES L SN, & 2R AE I [E — S A SRR D[] b 1 8N
HEVWDFEHE—ET HMH, 2017). REFDNPSIINENOKEEDOEFEDORE ]
EWIEskEE GOSN I SNz,

MEETT<ERIKE(NFHN) EBOEFERLLBLNDITIREST DX
INTTsoTze | (HEIMIRTTREBRTE)

DD, BOULREEIT, WHEMEE DI NME T L THE —RIREEZSD 2L
IZ&o T, DT O EZBILSEREE XS5,

SRR DB, Al EIE O (R0 ANBIFEEE - SLRIFHE) ICB W THHE
RSNz, £ WHMNRITRERBE OO AR EE A M B U7z, @A R I ok
MEFEZ DR TH DT EMNS i, 2017) . MBIMRTTREBREE D ED AHY R BN
[ LS50 TED, E<IT, MHMRITIREBRE O N FER B DT I3, 542KICHE
SR AERE BRI S R RIS HERR S Y, BE3E T A NSRRI D W T M ERE BR
REEHEE T B A BITE o7z, B EREBGICE D W TEME D I VAR
79 5EE 2N BIMRITRBREEN AN AR THRDE WS BED I NFEZ D
DHHTHES N, HEHRITIREBEFOREE NS TPLE I EWDMEDRENEH
SDRENED IR AEE D I A sz,
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R MBIV IE T EBOEHED VT OIEZ LT B2 &I > TS ESE 5T,
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