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In the field of teaching Japanese as a second language, teacher education has
recently received much attention as seen in the increasing number of presenta-
tions and articles (e.g., Ozaki et al., 2000; Nihongo Kyooin Yooseikatei Choosa
Kenkyuu Iinkai, 2001; Yokomizo and Tohsaku, 2003). The increasing attention
to this type of study derives from the paradigm shift from “teacher training” (in
which one type of teaching is considered the uppermost model to master) to
“teacher development” (in which each teacher seeks their own good teaching).
In this new paradigm, “self-directed teachers” and “reflective practitioners” have
been considered models of a good teacher since they constantly develop them-
selves as a teacher. Action research (hereafter, AR) has been paid much attention
as a means to realize these models.

Like other fields of education, AR has been conducted in the field of teach-
ing Japanese as a second language, too (Tsuda, 1998; Yokoi, 1999; Nakamura &
Yamada, 2000; Yokomizo, 2000; Mihara et al., 2001). However, its number is still
rather limited and almost all of them have been conducted by in-service teach-
ers. Sakoda (2000) is the only study which introduced AR to student-teachers

JALT Journal, Vol. 26, No. 2, November, 2004

207



208 JALT JournAL

(i-e., pre service teachers), but the analysis of this attempt is merely based upon
the observation of the teacher in charge of the course.

This particular study is a case study to clarify the role of AR when it is intro-
duced into a practicum course of teaching Japanese as a second language. By
qualitative analysis of the data gained from participants of the practicum course
in 2001, 2002, and 2003 (3 teacher educators, 6 teaching assistants and 41 student
teachers), this study attempted to investigate student-teachers’ development
throughout the course.

Student-teachers’ development was observed in positive aspects, such as (1)
positive learning attitudes, (2) co-development with other student-teachers, (3)
realization of the importance of ‘teacher as a researcher’, (4) attention to learn-
ers, (5) realization of self-development in their selected AR topic, and so forth.
At the same time, this study revealed several problems. The most serious prob-
lem was the “double burden” of teaching and conducting AR in the same course.
As a concrete solution, Exploratory Teaching (Allwright, 1999), is suggested to
those with limited teaching experience.

This particular research is merely a case study, and therefore, its results and
discussions are likely to be valid only within the context of the study. It can be
expected that different results will occur when AR is introduced in other con-
texts of a practicum course of teaching Japanese as a Second Language. Further
studies are awaited in order to clarify possibilities and limitations of teaching
practicum courses within the framework of teacher development.
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