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How Overseas Graduate Students Compose in Japanese:
A Study of Two Writers

Takao Kinugawa
Graduate School of Lilerature, Nagoya University

Zamel (1983) claims the difference in effective and ineffective writers lies in
the nature of planning, whereas Raimes (1985) indicates that ineffective writ-
ers do not have many planning behaviours and do not pay much attention to
mistakes. A cause for these findings might be attributed to the quantitative
nature of their research. As Krapels (1990) suggests, processes of text genera-
tion differ from writer to writer, and even within one writer, according to the
nature and context of the task. The purpose of this study is to describe in
detail the composing processes of effective and ineffective second language
writers of Japanese in order to arrive at a deeper understanding of what is
actually happening in JSL writer's mind while they compose. Two graduate
students studying at a Japanese university, one considered to be an effective
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writer and the other to be an ineffective writer by a group of JSL teachers,
were examined for the following; 1) How did the writers generate plans and
which strategies did they use during planning; and 2) How did they actually
compose and which strategies did they use in composing. Following think-
aloud protocols, the students were asked to think aloud while planning and
writing. This process was video recorded for examination. The behaviours of
both writers were classified into three categories: 1) planning processes; 2)
writing processes, and 3) editing processes. These three categories of
behaviours were then examined in the light of 1) how each writer generated
a plan before they started writing, 2) how each writer wrote the first para-
graph, and 3) how each writer continued to generate a plan while writing.
The results showed the following characteristics: 1) the ineffective writer only
thought about “what to write” and did not consider “how to write” in generat-
ing a plan; 2) the ineffective writer's main concern while writing was to write
down the expressions that came to her mind and editing behaviours were
hardly observed; 3) it is suspected that the effective writer had a global plan
concerning the overall structure of the text, i.e., how to start and finish the
text before beginning to write; 4) the effective writer took the context into
consideration when generating plans and determining appropriate expres-
sions, and 5) writing and editing behaviours were alternately used in the
effective writer. Finally, the author suggests that future research into JSL writ-
ing should: 1) examine the quality of writer's plans as well as the quantity of
planning behaviours; 2) consider the purpose of rereading as well as the
quantity of rereading behaviours, and 3) clarify what kind of knowledge
writers have concerning the plans of the text.
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1) RERZBELL>TRONETFHFREEZXFE L.
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HhE HhEA #Hh#EB

B4 (SD) HA (SD) t (23,23)
Lo [18] 865 (1.82) 14.04 (3.01) t=12.02**
a. A% [12] 6.61 (1.70) 9.39 (1.88) t=7.22**
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e. FBLE [12] 665 (1.27) 939 (1.78)  t=7.70**
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g. XfF [12] 717 (1.72) 661 (1.85)  t=631**
h. IEEE - #&82 [12] 761 (1.53) 9.87 (1.87)  t=6.02**
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