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READERS' FORUM
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Comparison Between Learning Words in Chunks and in
Isolation by Japanese High School Learners of English
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Shizuoka University (Doctoral Student) &
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Some researchers argue that vocabulary should be learned with
context since it provides learners with the idea as to how the
word is used in communication. However, other researchers in-
sist that teaching vocabulary in isolation from context is also
effective since learners can concentrate on learning the target
words. Thus, the purpose of this study is to investigate the ef-
fectiveness of two methods of learning vocabulary: learning
words in chunks and in isolation. The study also aims to analyze
if there are any words that are easy or difficult to learn and to re-
tain. The results of the posttests showed that the two methods
were equally effective for memorizing Japanese translations of
English words. However, it was revealed that some words were
difficult to retain when they were learned in isolation. The au-
thors argue that teachers should complementarily make effi-
cient use of these two methods in their classroom.
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Going into Space] D3t 5> & &H1D T DH-T,
£1 EBTHEHUREEEF YD
No. SEHLGh HAGET Fx2 HAGER
1 | above ~® kI fly around above us NSTON ey TON IR
2 | arm wrestling kS try arm wrestling JitHEEZ o> THD
3 | astronaut ST L become an astronaut FHRT LIRS
4 | citizen OIS a citizen of the earth HEROHT R
5 | commander e a good commander AHRETZ A TE
6 common e the common nature IH DR
7 | crew FEHE a crew of the ship it DA B
8 | drip L7z7z% drip on the paper D RITUIz72%
9 | everywhere EZIZTH fly everywhere EZITTHRA TN
10 | experiment F busy with the experiment EETICLWY
11 | frightening BALN a frightening story RBALNEE
12 | gravity Gy without the help of gravity HOOYF DI
13 | humanity N¥E important for humanity NFIZESTEER
14 | identify I 5 identify the earth MiERZ R D
15 | oasis TTTA look like an oasis FT7LADIITHAS
16 | stick <2< stick to the feet BIZ<oD<
17 | straw AhO— use a straw ZRO—2{f>
18 | stretch JEN% stretch on and on RTULRRLIENS
19 | vastness JERE the vastness of space FHOILKS
20 | wipe #< wipe the body hz<
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— Ishikawa & Otaki: Comparison Between Learning Words in Chunks and in Isolation by Japanese HS Learners of English —
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land A | land on the moon
astronaut | 44#i | become an astronaut
#£3 T2 —b Gk
(A]

When Koichi Wakata was five years old, Apollo 11
(landed) (on) the moon. He dreamed of (becoming) an
astronaut).

(B]

When Koichi Wakata was five years old, Apollo 11
1 ) (o) the moon. He dreamed of (b an (a ).
(C]

When Koichi Wakata was five years old, Apollo 11
( (1) the moon. He dreamed of ( ) an ( ).

x4 BT —22— BB (Bky)

BT EEE | shal | HASEES

i

IRARETRE
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land Ey |

astronaut | £a7A
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1 land (R ) [EF: ]

2 astronaut  (FR: ) [E#: ]

(77)  aperson who travels and works in a spacecraft

(1) one of the very large areas of sea on the earth

() to come down through the air and rest on the ground
FhiT A REFHET A
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ST ) BT AN FHET AN BHT AN HHET AR
M SD M SD M SD M SD

A 20 4.15 1.63 14.90 3.13 13.95 3.55 13.60 3.59

B 20 3.50 2.09 15.45 3.32 13.25 3.88 12.15 3.17
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X2 FERkL

K7 JIV—TA, BB 2L B ILIRBE RS

g A

p
Fiir AN <FHBRT AR p < .001***
FiT AL < HEFAR2 p < .001%**
HfT AL < HETAR3 p < .001%**
BHET AN > FEBET A2 p < .001%**
HET AR > FHT AR p < .001%**

FRT A2 > FHRTARS

p=.06

£ :Bonferroniik 12 TR &
*p<.05, **:p<.01, ***:p <.001

X8 TAMKERICHEDHEED /7 1

HEERIDRHRIRES T DI

FAERNE 1T & B ZTehe i 7 BT (T A b X BiGE) 247
W, FEEEICDOWTT A DI R DOEERE LICHER .
Qﬁﬁzfﬁﬁ‘\ﬁﬁ‘ﬁg \_ﬁafiﬁﬁﬁ_(F (57, 1083) = 4.49,
p < .001, partial 12= .19), S5IT, HHFERNROBIED
FEF. 7 )—7ATl3above, common, everywhere% &<
1738, 7 )l —7BTldabove, everywhere, oasisZBR<173H
IZDNWT, TANHED W RO ENHEHIITHE R TH >
/2o Z ZTBonferroni{fIZ L 5L B 21TV, 208655
AT 1T~ VIR (RSB,

ARG VS | ETE ISV

[(RARPTWHEGE 217 1. 1. 1]1 MR Z12<n
Wk A5 TN. VICH ST B RBEEERT B, 7171
L. everywhere?:oams if#xﬂ%?ﬁ‘@ﬁ INDHD
P VHEE T AL (FRISZIR) , WYk y/\ﬁb‘f
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TWw5, Zliﬁﬁjm’(‘{) [FEROHE B TEE R RN BIZRIN
BTl REED B B, IHIT, TVIIV—TAICESTR A
<INo7zcommon 3. ‘?’V‘/ﬁthe common nature®nature
WZTER I EWSE WS H D7D EM | NS AARGES BT
ICLKHAFERZEEL T 28127201 <M o7z r] ek
EZ56N5,

147

T A MR

TI—TA

70 —7B

I

FHTT ANFLRT AN
T ANFET A2
FETT ARF LT A3

arm wrestling, astronaut, citizen,
commander, crew, drip, experiment,
frightening, gravity, humanity, stick,
straw, stretch, vastness, wipe

arm wrestling, astronaut, citizen,
commander, common, crew, drip,
experiment, gravity, humanity, straw,
stretch, wipe

HFTT ANFET AN
FHITANF LT A2
FTT AR=FET A3

BNV

frightening, stick

HT T ANF LT AN
FHIT Ab=FET A2
HHTT AR=FET A3

identify

identify, vastness

HHTT A=F KT AN
HT T ANEFRT AR2
HHTT AP=FKT A3

oasis

VAN

BT A=FK%T AR
HETT Ab=HET A2
BT A=FKT AR

above, common,

everywhere

above, everywhere,
oasis

<R OEDHENCERE TH S, = FE R DENEHINTE K TIdan
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— Ishikawa & Otaki: Comparison Between Learning Words in Chunks and in Isolation by Japanese HS Learners of English —

X9 JIV—TA, BCBIBRHARLTWHGE &
MEAICSWHLGE )

arm wrestling, astronaut, citizen,
commander, crew, drip, experiment,
A | everywhere, frightening, gravity,
humanity, identify, oasis, stick, straw,

BT stretch, vastness, wipe
em - —
B arm wrestling, astronaut, citizen,
commander, common, crew, drip,

B | everywhere, experiment, frightening,
gravity, humanity, identify, oasis,
stick, straw, stretch, vastness, wipe

ﬁ"’ﬁ IZ<W | A | above, common

o
S B | above

MBSOV & TERP T G
MEAUCKWHEE 12547 1, RN TWHEE 251
T I VICREY T2 HEEEERT . 2721, oasisld
RILFNR MBI N DD EIUTWEEE |12 L -
(FR10BH) . Wi 7 ) —TIHE T 2B IUTSWELEELT
BETH D, EE5DFEETHRIL T Widentifyld.
HROMBRENE <, HARERDPLIBITHEEDITN
EZEALND, ZUL, BEEOMSE N A E RO K
BRI B L T T LD Alsaif & Milton (2012) DIEHiE
BET 5, BMPAEHTEENCTOWRAF V%2 ET
135 T/ WHLEE (frightening, stick, vastness) IZDWT
I, Fr 7 THDONTWSOFE (4)) (a frightening
story, stick to the feet, the vastness of space) %, 4% Hiih
DEW®ZLOPMHITRL, HAGEROBEZBFTND
AIREMED D B,

£10 VNV —TA, BIBIF 2 ENIC<VWEGE &
SN I VHEE

above, arm wrestling, astronaut,
citizen, commander, common,
A | crew, drip, experiment, everywhere,
frightening, gravity, humanity, oasis
g , . , ,
% j;i”‘«’) stick, straw, stretch, vastness, wipe
[{=]
above, arm wrestling, astronaut,
B citizen, commander, common, crew,
drip, experiment, everywhere, gravity,
humanity, oasis, straw, stretch, wipe
BN 9 | A | identfy
BSE
R B | frightening, identify, stick, vastness

U EORERED . DI (b) [HA DT WSS
IZ<VBEE, 2 L TRIIC< D B S BT B 12
SO¥HHI Lo TEVEB B IH LT, (AT
T WAL NI, R LB K i SN
WAL, ENST & BAUC<S ITBIL T, HaE M
TIZEHIMIC I 5 LN H LD BN DBE S
Z5.

ELat )

ARWFFE TR, Fro V28 E B RMEEIE, LHED
HAFERERZDDICRREICEN THDENIFE RN
BoNTz. LD LENS, EHIEOENIZEZ> THREN
BTN (R AIZKW) BEESRI RN b n
(BN TW) HENRHLZELHH L, Fror%E
TlE, ZFETREHEFEOBKRZIIOZVDEANA—ITES
IOBTF Y UEHNWSIENEETHD, BiiEE MY
T, Fro 72 EOIDCHARGERZ LT 2T Hh
DINTSNTZEMS . I RNEDON LT WHENH D&
MRBINTZ, Ko T, EBEOERSE T, m¥Hik
ERHEMTERNCHWSZENETLNWEEDbNS, #ilx
V. HEEE TOHRGEHMEERIIHISCE AWz T A NE
FHZEICED, HEEERZ PRI BIUKLTHIENSE
Z5N5,

SHOWIETIE. FHEEAZEE LW FHFOER
R HRE LR EORBORHBICE-T, EB50%
B EDNh RN EHSNCT HIE T, FEECHEE
BRI EEE R T IENTEDEEZS, TD
72123, FEA OB ERCHEOMSREEHFHEL-
ETEBRZETW, HHREORBIEE SO
EESHBOBEELIZN,

Y

%
KRBT 2T v VLR TREESBREFFDHEE
DEED |ZERT D,

2k

FRlRi - HeAS il - Ja VeV — - BUE e - T B ) - VA =
fis (2016). TCROWN English Communication 1J =74
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Yoshie Ishikawa has an MA
from Nottingham University
and is now doing research on
a Doctoral Course in Graduate School of Shizuoka
University, as well as teaching at a high school. Her
research interest is vocabulary learning in a second
language, especially how students can learn new
words effectively in Japanese classroom.
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Ayano Otaki is a Lecturer at
the Faculty of Informatics,
Shizuoka University. She has
taught English in courses on the liberal arts cur-
riculum and other major subjects at the Faculty

of Informatics. Her research interests are second
language acquisition and English education. She has
researched effective methods for teaching English
in Japanese classrooms based on the findings from
her research on second language acquisition.

JALT PRAXIS] TLT INTERVIEWS

2,000 words or less.

Welcome to TLT Interviews and our first featured interview of
2021! For this installment, Benjamin Thanyawatpokin had the
chance to interview Dr. Oussouby Sacko at the JALT2019 In-
ternational Conference after Dr. Sacko’s plenary speech. Dr.
Sacko is a professor in the Department of Liberal Arts, Fac-
ulty of Humanities at Kyoto Seika University. He was Dean
of Faculty from April 2013 to March 2017. He has been the
President of the university since 2018. He received his doctoral
degree in the field of Architecture and Architecture Planning
from the Graduate School of Engineering at Kyoto University.
His research has involved extensive research into policy, hous-
ing planning, and design in Mali and Japan. His recent work
has included community architecture, community re-design,
and architecture conservation. Benjamin Thanyawatpokin is
currently an En?lish language teacher at Ritsumeikan Uni-
versity. He mainly does research in the area of Game-Based
Language Teaching and CALL. His latest projects have been
about improving and clarifying the role of the teacher in the
game-based language teaching classroom. He has also done

JALT Apple Store

Don't forget, JALT membership

brings added bonuses, such as
discounted Apple products through
the JALT Apple Store.

g

<https://jalt.org/apple>

Torrin Shimono & James Nobis

TLT Interviews brings you direct insights from leaders in the field of language learning, teach-
ing, and education—and you are invited to be an interviewer! If you have a pertinent issue you
would like to explore and have access to an expert or specialist, please make a submission of

Email: interviews@jalt-publications.org

projects which relate to language learner identity, plurilingual-
ism, and modifying conversational activities for use in CALL
classrooms. So without further ado, to the interview!

An Interview with
Oussouby Sacko about
Diverse Leaders in
Japanese Education

Benjamin Thanyawatpokin
Ritsumeikan University

Benjamin Thanyawatpokin: Do you think the things
you learned in China doing your undergraduate there
helped prepare you for doing your master’s and PhD in
Japan?

Oussouby Sacko: When we were in Nanjing or Bei-
jing, we had a lot of foreigners from different back-
grounds. We had a lot of time to have discussions
and debates. We had regular discussions on the
global situation and a lot of other kinds of things.
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