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This paper introduces three important steps for writing items
in objective tests used in classroom-contexts; namely, pre-
paring for the test, which includes writing course goals and
objectives and defining the construct, making a table of spec-
ifications, and writing items. Because assessment is deeply
intertwined with instruction, which reflects pre-determined
course goals and objectives, tests cannot be developed with-
out instructional goals and objectives. Furthermore, in order
to assess constructs and units/topics covered in the class in a
balanced manner, a table of specifications, which is a two-way
chart that lists both the instructional objectives and test con-
tent, is an important tool. Finally, several tips for developing
items are introduced.
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HETEMINDT AT, FHEDEBMRIETT
IE<BEOBEEDHRITOVTOFEREDRIETED, &
512, ZNS5DT AN (BIZIE/NT AL, & RS Ofs R
IR EDAEDKE D EHDHZENZLY  (Gullickson,
1984), 2D XK D7527 ARldthe Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) *°the Test of English for International
Communication (TOEIC). International English Language
Test System (IELTS) D XDIZHEE 2 il N B2 R 727200
MLV, UL, Z<OEEHIIAFDORAEICE K
2B ERSTHD, PIAITRBAREEOER, 15—
2y T RREG OB UIASLE, A E LR E TR
HEINBHZEHHS (Brown, 1992), PZIT, T2EAHET
EiSNDHEDT AR TH>THEWETHHIEMK
HH5N5,

LU, HEBEHERILT LT AMER. FRICH&E
EEDENDZEICEL TOMEEZITTNAHDIT T
72\, Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL) M S FORFRE T DT T AITBNTH,

TAT A>T DRENEINTNWRNS72D (Cizek,
Fitzgerald, & Rachor, 1995). BN T THMAE TN
27209 %D T (Bachman, 2000). Brown and Bailey (2008)
I3FEBICENSOTOT T LD RELNT AT 420
DEFEEMMEEL TNIRNERE L TND, TR, &
TLTHT AMIBEL TOHGRSCREBR A+ TlRWEE
BN DZENDH D, IHIT, BRICBWTIL, FHEFEH
BOHEMIITESOLNSIAI A= —a ¥, L%, i
PELIGTIEDZEINS, IR RN FEZ D EH
BOTAMERKICBE L TOAGRBHE L IZEHRITE DD
TIIRNWEADIN FEFII N BT Z 52V D HER] DY
HDHOT, FBEHBOHEMEHOST, T AT 7 DIE
AT HETH S,

T ANEEOENENG S, WIELIDHELZHDNH]
ETERWZTTRL ZHE (CEEE) ITESTHIRL
PHINLEEHES T, EIUTMA T, ML (construct)
EIERAFRD /L (construct irrelevancy) PAEERAEZRDAR
FME R 40 (construct  underrepresentation) 234 U5 ] REE
130 (Downing, 2002, 2006). EE5HT ALDIFENMES
ZUEDBBETR D, T TWHETZ SO RS &1
HIELESET DRSO ER THS (Bachman &
Palmer, 1996). R pME & MEBIRD A HIE 1T, ARHIE
L7znWbDONENLDSNDOERICE > TIHEINDIEEE
WY 2, BWDIERINRHBR /R 2O R IEMRITIRDDITE
D—HFITH 5B, Tl OREMERNET, JEL
TENRE R S & BT B MR DI D, ZBRE D
EZENBRIZEDZHDONZEITRHRNONDHI BN TER
W RICIEE L THREEDZF OB OEfEE RS
DMESIIMEIBNTE NI ETH D, LT, TDLD
2T AMIFEEOREEICBEL CTOBE®RE @Y Ie it
TERWENDD, BEIZZFDLDRT AN SESIZ
e T A —F 2 JIENTIEHTERN,

KTl T AMERROHOFEZE L. BHEA 7R
EMDT AN UhT AN E B 2 x5 & Uz RMEE
BREDRLER, FRIZEBIT AL (objective test) DZR
KB EZ R OMTEN L0, £, T AMERFTOEE
Ip¥EfE, 97abb, I—A0T =)L BTEHEE, 35
IR R DR EIC DWW TR RS, KIZ, T ANHE#*
DYERR 1%, EUTHAHIEERN T 5, RIZIC, K
T AN TELFHIN DB EOFEHEDMN &, 2R
RIREERRIC BT DRk 4 IR E R R EIR D,

7 A b O HE it
FHITBHEET N DRGE

T ALDFMZRD DRI, HIDIZHEE T NSZEND
%, Y FEOMBIDORE, T ORENHVF2T
L EEDLS A BMTITZoTNLNEEFETHILET
D%, PIAIE, MERIRDF, FF, ZLTZDTITAN
HTHD, KT, bLEBANHL YT AOFETHHE
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RT—INEEDDZVENDLDRSIXZTNERD, TT
ICENSINRESTNBEBITENSE LM T D05
M5B, ZOYE. [d—)L  (goals) IEIFHUF 2T LD—
7 B ORLIR TH 208, T TTEIB ] (objectives)
IIZDISITEHEM7RFE iR E B 95 (Richards, 2001).
Richards\i R TWA LT, 7T ADZEETEIHIE IS
BHERINISREIND IS RER BV FEMICED ST
WIS, LT, TOREERIIZECH
FHMEICH KRENHDHDERD, Tiabb, FEITEHHE
BRI, R EZRE T HIECEMELIRT SHEiIC. &
AENBREHD THHIEERNTIIRERN, £oT
T AMERDRIZIT T A0 ETEIHEE, 2012y
EEETHEHEEOMZR, T L TTAMHEIETRED
DEZLONDDEZBETHIENEELN,

B2 DR

—HHB DT 2Dk 2 I3 FETH HENE O SN
5, ZNSZETHHEZEDIDITERT RENEE
U BYI7R2TF ANREM . FEY 2B, RIT, WS
BETANDEDIZERL., kDI LENH D, HlZIED
AT DRERMERTES, VAT DEDAF )V EED
EOICHE T BDONEZEE DT UL 5720 (Bachman
& Palmer, 2010), ZOHE. BARMIZIZ, UZAZ2 T DE
VT T MBO—HEL TNy —Y OB T O R A
B TR LRI 2 > CHIE T 5., FHFNEET
55, WAL R OMER, V5 ADFERTHHEEEDT—
W ZUTHIN T B2y M hEw 7 ORFRIZEL FITh
N5T ARHEEZ (table of specifications) Z{ERk T 5I1ZH
e TEEIRS,

T ABHIHE#

Miller, Lin, Gronlund (2009)I2&5&. T AMIHEHZEE
13, 1DORICEOT ANNHIE T 2 EFHHES, %
ETHE L2y MR hEY I EZNENO HEEIZRER
TEIIICEEDZHDTH D, ZOEREERTBHIEICK
0. £ RETEHENFEZHE TE, £, JIEIC
B0 Y IV O EZ A RERED HE T 52
ENTES, 512, TANTHEEINS L =Y MR REY
TOEMUIRWRDZERTZIENTES, T AMERD
BRI, SN2 MEN ST B HEZHIE T 5DIC
TR TNERHD, Tz, BRNETNZTNDHIE
T T BHICHz> TORENRZT LTI THD, LD
ZENZDT ANDZ Y EDRIEICEH DN D, Lizdto
T. TAMHBEZZIERT 22T AN EHER T DO
KEBREIR AT T L85,

fMFEF1TIE V=T 4> 7 DT A M EEO G gk S
NTNWBDOTESNIZN, £TEO—F LOfTERSE
Z DT AN THIE XN A ETE B SIS (L X THI
HEINTND, ZORFITII)—T 4> T ARD, main
idea (BL'H). detail (F#). inference (HEHI). prediction (7
D) OHEINEIE SN TS, KIZ, FDO—HBEDFH|E
HEHBEINTND I MO ENFIZEINTHBD, 5
IZENZENOHE/N Ny t—Y DB EV—FEYT DL
NILBHENNTNS, ZL T, OEDHEDHNE R THDE,
BN\ t— &R TEEEICR S T A S S
B, BLENENNTND, ZOXDITT A NI E 134
IHER LN SR T %, A D53 NI ENSIEIZ /Sy
—DZEOMEEE. GEt A L TT AR2KIZED S
HEZEN—L2 NTRLTWS, FEEIC, —& FO3TH -
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MONEICHEIEI NS BT SR IER. &5t LT
T ANEKIZEDHEGE/N—E N TRLTNWS,

MERZHOBBRITIERTREZEE, JE LW
BHHEESCIZy MEEZAALRER, TANEZE 5D
STNTNORENZ/N—LLFEETRODENIE
Thbd, fIAE EROIZy  EEE UGG, N7z
ReINZNZTNDILZy MIFLLBRNWOTH IR, HE
BOS—t M) HZORRICFEIGL THTRETH S,
FERIC, BETRICET OBMFICR BRI Z N T 725
B TNNERDFEFIIIAI—LTIELWHN DY
Al IR % £ <9 FUF LV Jamieson, personal
communication, September 23, 2008). ZDXKD7RHHA
5, A=y MeEET B EEERICREN2/N—1 2 Mk
IZRDIZ /IR RIT, RIE LTz /N—E > hEXIRT S
IO EFENFNOEES LIy "IN EEE D, 1
BOMEFEE RO, ERICHEEZEN TV, &R, TE
B ZOY T (ER) 2152729, MEEIIL T
NEZNHNENDIFEIETHRNA, FHEITHLT
DiaEH 0B ETENTHEN TH S, 2720,
ML F TRRZFHEASHH AT 251 TOLH .
H 2D ZDHONRENTNSE AT, SHREICT 5
EHR[RETH S (Miller et al., 2009) .

FIREORFEER O RN
[T DFER : 41l 75 ] & 72 4R ]

MEDFEEDORIUCH/z> T, KaiiglZHMEL XL5&
TLFEERERDEZENITHE TEOMEEER &
WHZETHS (Miller et al., 2009), FErLikBr CLSHES
L AR TESBWIZREL2DITH T ENS, #iFEHE
(supply types) &R (selection types) Tdbh5. fifi 7l
RENI I SR 22 - 22 i e N dp 1 B REIC IR
A OEIE, B ZPOERAENH 2, A I1THIE
LIDETLAE R RNERLCLIET HIE, FzidMb
NebOOAT AR T HIEEBEET DY EITRET
BB, BEIIIATINEELESNEEBEET HIHEIC
AT HELN, EBE505 1T OREZ HET RSk
SBPEIMREOIL hO—)VITEN., HAORBIEI R
FESN AR BN ERD 5D (Miller et al., 2009), 7272
L. BERMEIT A EEICSHET NIy b T 5284
SERLABWOT, HET2BRI3Z DROB ENLET
% (Brown & Hudson, 2002),

EB50Y AT ORMES 2 TEBIT AMIH SN, Al
WO REEEHMELTHENERE TLHDICHRETH S,
F7z. NS OREDIERITIIREREIN NN, FElTih 7=
FOXLLOMERNLETH S, LML, FEEOMRE
N0 RO—)V T HIENTES b, FREBHERLF)
RN THD, iz, BHEMEICHENTHS, K2, 2
PRAMET, TRREBETHEE LENEOHEMGENS, B
71, Z LT BN D BEHEAN (higher order thinking skills) &
HETHIEMNAEETH S (Miller et al., 2009).

FREIEIRIZ B 72> TDIER AT
[EEDEBUZET T 26D
1. #EEDLNVDOEETHENIN TN
2. HECLCEEEEETERND
3. MESCHEWOIR R TH S
Poor Ex) “Parents play an important role in life
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although they sometimes complicate matters for
their children. This refersto ___.”

e DParents’ role in life?
o  Complicating matters?

HEIBEONBENZEZEDL NILXDEWEG S, %
DIRDIFERINFFE TERNDTH D, DFED, B EE
ETERDOTZMNEIRON, ZNEBBHIN TSR
IR SIINIE DN D T=NS IR DONARHTH %, 21T EHE R
THAEIIFEHFIORILAEZILR L MneBFEd
OB LIRDEMETH D, 3IZFHNTNDHDINEHS
MNTRTIUL, EEROME N IEMRITRDDDNSTHD
(Brown & Hudson, 2002).

[ERED 74—~ NZEId 28D
1. RRESIERN (B WEREROAEZATND

Poor Ex) The following eight vocabulary words
have been selected from the reading passage in
Unit 5 of the course reader. Your teacher dis-
cussed these words in the class last week . . .

Good Ex) Choose two words from Unit 5 below.

ZOEITRENRBEITR L CTARBERIEREZ AT
NWHE, FEBFICALEIZEHENTDEINSTH D,

2. BEENMIILTND
Poor Ex 1) What is the square root of 64?
Multiply this by 9.

Poor Ex 2) Who are the three most famous clas-
sical music composers in Germany?

When did Beethoven move from Germany to
Austria?

IR EBE OB OIRHOHER N H L </I2 N5 TH
D, IS, RENHI ORI EOMEICE Y MR IET 5L
DI EBHRET T2 NI,

3. MENRSLT<SEMTETNS
Poor Ex) The Olympics will be held ___
a. inTokyo in 2024
b.  in Tokyo in 2016
c. inTokyoin 2020
Good Ex) The Olympics will be held in Tokyo in

a. 2016 C.
b. 2020

2024

BIZDWTIE, ATREZR RO i B2 73 B #H 2 223 35 1T
IR0 ES, TAMEROBRICER TEZ 2 EHEINDTH
%, BIZIE BRI EE T DD BN, TNEHND
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BIZEDTHAT T, AR T<TES (Brown, 2004), £
o FCAAITOBBET Y a w200, AT 281
HEBENDHIBITRE DR E 725 E T 2 RS 72<TEL
WESIZEETHZEHTES, flZIE)—T 42 7T A
BOITHE = Ic BN N BEROIEZITIH>TH
EITRETHD, T2 VWOHOETHRHEUNTHRE TR
2N, FANBERNELNLATIRNERDERNETH D,
ARTNWITF M2 EH RN TIZRS/R (Brown &
Hudson, 2002).

4. BERENSOGEMICE<BEINTVWS
Poor Ex.1) Which city is the state capital of
linois?
a.  San Francisco
b.  Boston
c.  New York
d.  The city that is famous for its strong winds

Good Ex.1) Which city is the state capital of
llinois?

New York
Chicago

a.  San Francisco C.
b. Boston d.

ZOFNL, BRI AD DI E3DIIEMAR 2T 47D
I LUT IDEFETHOMEIC /> THD, ZEHFITR
W "EHZTLED, AR, B OREE (
EhEEEE) P EIIIFE LAV T A AN LERICHE B TE
W,

Poor Ex.2) According to the passage, Emily is less

than ____ feet tall.

a. 3 c. 5

b. 4 d 6

Good Ex. 2) According to the passage, Emily is
___feet tall.

a. 3 c. 5

b. 4

ZOHNZL, BN FET~feetld F1&E72>THD, BN
EEELS, —BRENEDOIG6T7—B) ZRATBITIE
il E73 5,

Poor Ex. 3) Naokisawa ___.

a. eagle c. zebra

b. elephant d. orangutan
Good Ex. 3) Naoki saw a/an ___

a. eagle c. zebra

b. elephant d. orangutan

3DHDHNL, FHEBDRTIEF D a) 7D DD T, 2
W Da, b, dIIRENSIREDD ., BRI EFHET ICIE
BITTZENELZENTES (Brown & Hudson, 2002).
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FDMHEF DX E [ E
BRI “none of the above,” “A and B, but not C,”
“all of the above” D LI/ HDIIM ST EET B,
INEMNERFLICTEENTNWELE ., HEDROHEH
WHBLZZWINSTH D, Kz, FEENREITLEDS
SETELDOBMEERFRTNIRST, AL EAHZ
MFBHZ &7 (Brown & Hudson, 2002).

T A MERRENFIZ DN T
1. TAMIHZZHARELTHMTS
2. BRI IOEHERER TS
3. HEEIABER->THEEIERTS
HZDOWTIE. BEERTICT AMIEZEZH T REL
THHRTAHZEICEHST. NTADENT=T A NEER
THIENTED, FWET REMAMSZHELS
NHENSTZZEBBLIT 5, 213, SRR E IR
ICEWEWEZDTHRWEDINTE S0, HLELL FITE
KT 5Z&ICE->T, BNBWEZERNHET LN TE
%, 31, EOQLDRTAMIH L TIIHD), —HEEZ
ERR U718, B ABICRE ISR E T REMEN RO
BTEMBN, Lo T, BRICRBZEE->TERTAZE
ICEOTEVEDOENWHEICT HZENTES  Miller et
al., 2009).

53

A TRN Lz, T AMER R, T AMIBZE. &
BT AN TISHESI NS EIEROIFE MEIIHRLT
HLNWDHOTIIRL, DN GHNSIHRDENEHDTH
5, BT, T ANE 23— REOER BRI 2R )
NBIDTHEZ BN, FERICIEBNIUIE KL L= D2 F]
AT22&EHTE, TANMIBEEZFIATHZEICEST
MRELT ANEIERTES,

FANEERTHDHEEDDLOLNTRENTIOR
WRBEZRESDZEMNTE, TOREEYIC, U CIERIC
HIELIZWHDZEHIETHIENTES, BT ARG
BENZERIT, FEHBOSBROFEHITENTIENT
ELBEBITESTHHBROBEIIENLZEHIEINARET
H%. INTHELDFEENLOBNT ANEZHTES
ZEEFESTRERN,

AR

AROTERITHIZD, 2<OTYEE FaokEFHER
DIEH L, RTHEMNEDY T— L X H—X2 85—
IKIRZOBHEEOTHILERL LiFn,
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HiklEM T db 7 > K2
HEEE T, ICHASEAE B
+. EMIIEET AT A,
Ko, A8 —F 2 75l R4
FZORBENE D LTI
B RIFTMCEENH D, £
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Table of Specifications (Reading)
Objective
Main Total | Total
Text type idea Detail Inference | Prediction | items | points | %
Economy ltem# | 511 |213,214,215| 212 -
300 words
Flesch-Kincaid | # ©f 1 3 1 . 5 1| 2%
Grade Level 12.0 | 1tems
pOil’ltS 3 6 2 _
Science ltem# | 551 222,223 | 224,225 -
250 words
Flesh-Kincaid # of 1 2 2 . 5 1| 22%
Grade Level 14.9 | 1tems
Points 3 4 4 _
Culture Item # 531 2.3.3,2.34, 23.2,2.3.6
450 words - 2.35 237
Flesch-Kincaid # of 7 15 30%
Grade Level 11.7 items 1 3 3 .
Points 3 6 6 _
Refugees Item# | 5471 243,244 | 242,245 24.6
500 words
Flesch-Kincaid | # f 1 2 2 1 6 | 13 | 26%
items
Grade Level 11.9 -
points 3 4 4 2
Total items 4 10 8 1 23
Total pOil’ltS 12 20 16 2 50
% 24% 40% 32% 4% 100%

The Language Teacher needs you!

<tlt-editor@jalt-publications.org>

If you are interested in writing and editing, have experience
in language education in an Asian context, and are a JALT
member, we need your help. TLT is currently recruiting
proofreading and editorial staff.
Learn a new skill, help others, strengthen your résumé, and
make a difference! If you would like to join our team, please
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