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Global Education: A Focus
on Speaking Skills
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Tokyo Kasei University

A one-year Global Education course for university
EFL students will be described in this article. This
course aims to facilitate students’ communicative
English proficiency. An emphasis is put on
speaking skills, while providing students with a
variety of information regarding environmental
issues such as deforestation, global warming,
ozone depletion, pollution and waste management
in order to increase their knowledge and to
promote their problem-solving skills. This course
is designed from the author s perspective in that
all four language skills have close relationships
to the improvement of each skill. The course
therefore is an integration of these four skills.
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Introduction

Global Education, which is often used as a synonym for
Global Issues, is a model of the content-based approach
which aims to enable students to effectively acquire and

use English, and improve their communicative competence.
This conception could be easily carried out if the principles
of Content-Based Instruction are utilized: 1) People learn a
second (foreign) language more successfully when they use
the language as a means of acquiring information, rather than
as an end in itself. 2) People learn a second (foreign) language
most successfully when the information they are acquiring is
perceived as interesting, useful and leading to a desired goal.
3) Some content areas are more useful as a basis for language
learning than others. 4) Students learn best when instruction
addresses learners’ needs (Richards & Rodgers, 2001, pp. 209-
210). The reason why learners can successfully learn English
by using it as a means for communication must be that there
is an advantage for learners in increasing their vocabulary and
acquiring the usage of it for communication.
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With regard to content areas, global issues, particularly
environmental issues, are thought to be interesting and useful
for learners. This is demonstrated by the fact that a growing
number of universities have established departments or courses
studying environmental issues and also an increasing number
of people and organizations have interest in doing something to
protect the environment.

The plan for this one-year Global Education EFL course
focusing on speaking skills will now be described.

The syllabus

The learning context

This course is for an oral English class for university EFL
students. The target students are expected to have basic English
conversational skills but lacking in conversational experience.
The number of students in this class are about 30. The class is
held once a week and the term of the course is one year.

The learners’ needs

Communication
To obtain information by listening or reading, and processing,
practicing and using the information obtained.

Learning-how-to-learn

To develop oral communication strategies to enable learners to
compensate for ignorance in the target language and to repair
breakdown.

General knowledge
To develop understanding of the problems which are occurring
in the world concerning the environment.

The syllabus learning objectives

1. Students will be familiar with the vocabulary and
expressions in the appropriate situations.

2. Students will be able to follow English conversations at
natural speed.

3. Students will be able to make choices, make decisions
and give opinions.

4. Students will be able to initiate speech, maintain and
conclude conversations.

The course content

In this course, the students will be expected to improve their
English speaking skills and at the same time, they will also be
expected to raise their awareness, to increase their knowledge
and to promote their problem-solving skills concerning
environmental issues.

The author’s textbook (unpublished) will be used in order for
the students to achieve these aims mentioned above. Although
the focus is on speaking skills, the author maintains that
practice of all four skills, (speaking, listening, reading, writing)
is necessary for the improvement of each skill. For example,

by reading short passages before or during speaking practice,
learners can increase their vocabulary and become familiar with
words and phrases to enable them to express their opinions

on various issues. Since Global Issues deals with difficult and
unfamiliar terms for learners, this task is essential.
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It is crucial for learners to have chances to practice and make use
of what they have learnt for their improvement of speaking skills.
Giving students this chance is one of the objectives of this class.

Week 1-week 5

The content material /Chapter I/Deforestation

Week 6-week 10
The content material/Chapter 1I/Global Warming

Week 11-Week 15
The content material/Chapter 111/0Ozone Depletion

Week 16-week 20
The content material/Chapter IV/Pollution

Week 21-week 25
The content material/Chapter V/Waste Management

The procedure of each class

Basically, each class is conducted by following the procedure
outlined in the textbook. A sample of the textbook is given below.

Dialogue

Listen to the following dialogue and practice it with your partner.
Curtis : Hi, Joan. Are you ready to go?

Joan : Hi, Curtis. I’'m sorry. ( )
[ttt ettt ettt n et et re b ebenens ]
Joan : Oh, don’t you know? The sunshine is harmful, or rather I
should say ultraviolet rays are harmful . ( )

It causes skin cancer.

Curtis : But I’ve heard sunbathing makes our bones strong
because the sunshine makes vitamin D in our bones.

Joan : Yes. But I read some articles saying that we were bathed
in enough sunshine being necessary for our health in our daily
lives. So we don’t need to sunbathe on purpose.

Curtis : Oh, don’t we?

Joan : No.

Curtis : But it’s October now. ( )
Joan : Oh, Curtis! The sun pours a lot ultraviolet rays even in
October. And the recent shrinkage of the ozone layer causes a
serious situation.

Reading

Read the following passage carefully and intently, using a
vocabulary list or dictionaries if necessary.

The ozone layer is a belt of oxygen from 15 to 35 kilometers
above the earth. It protects life on the earth from the sun’s
harmful radiation such as ultraviolet rays by absorbing it.

The depletion of the ozone layer would cause serious harm to life.
For example, it would cause skin cancer, eye cataract which result in
blindness and could adversely affect the human immune system, too.

Listening

Listen to the passage above and read it aloud at least twice.

Discussion

(A) Discuss the following questions in pairs.
1) What is the ozone layer?
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6) What would the depletion of the ozone layer cause?

(B) Write what you have learnt from this chapter together with
your opinions, ideas and so on. (at least 150 words)

(C) Discuss about the problem of the ozone layer depletion in
groups.

Dialogue

Purposes of the Dialogue section include; to make the students
do much verbal practice, to give them the chance to listen
intently to material in English, and to enhance their proficiency
in distinguishing words. Listening plays an important role
helping students to improve their speaking skills. McDonough
and Shaw point out “speaking is an active process and one
which is difficult to dissociate from listening in many ways”
(1993, p.153). Therefore, a listening exercise in this section is
thought to be useful for the students from the point of view of
language learning as a whole and the task of filling in the blanks
useful for helping the students to concentrate on listening.

Another important purpose of Dialogue is to introduce the
students to the topic that is dealt with in this chapter (eg.; ozone
depletion). By practicing this conversation, the students can
become familiar with some terms and phrases related to the
problem of ozone depletion, such as, the ozone layer, ultra-
violet rays and so forth, which often appear in the next section.
The procedure in this section is as follows:

1. The students listen to the dialogue without looking at their
textbooks.

2. The students fill in the blanks while listening to it three or
more times.

3. The teacher gives the students answers to the questions
(telling them what should be in the blanks.)

4. The teacher allows the students to ask questions about
anything that they do not understand and then he/she
explains it.

5. The students listen to the dialogue again.

6. The teacher divides the students into pairs and makes them
practice the dialogue. They are supposed to practice it twice.
That is, the second time, they play the alternate role.

7. Some pairs demonstrate the dialogue in front of the class.

Reading

The purposes of Reading are to give the students information
to increase their knowledge and to build up their vocabulary
concerning the topic. The students do a reading practice here
because the most effective way to increase knowledge and
vocabulary and to retain new pieces of information is thought
to be reading something dealing with topics which they will
later talk about. Moreover, reading helps learners to improve
their abilities of interpretation and understanding of English.
In addition, being familiar with the structure of sentences
including specific terms and phrases helps them to become
more proficient in the practical usage of English, too. The
procedure in this section is as follows:

1. The students read the passage. They are allowed to use a
vocabulary list or dictionary if necessary.

2. The teacher allows the students to ask questions about
anything that they do not understand and then he/she
explains it. The explanation is both linguistic and a brief
translation.
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Listening

One of the aims of Listening is to let the students check the
pronunciation and the accent of each word in the passage.
Therefore, making them listen to it carefully and intently is
necessary. Reading aloud practice immediately follows the
listening practice because reading aloud what the students have
listened to, as soon as possible, can help them to do the task
more easily since the memory of pronunciation and accent
remains more vivid. This task also gives the students good
chances to use spoken English. The procedure is as follows:

1. The students listen to the passage twice or three times
checking the pronunciation and the accent of each word.

2. As soon as they finish the listening practice, they read the
passage aloud at least twice individually.

Discussion

Discussion must be the most difficult task for the students.
Therefore some questions, which are not open questions in

the strict sense of the word, are prepared for them in (A) of
Discussion. Here they are only required to ask those questions
to his/her partner and answer them alternately. The students are
expected to get used to the form of questions and the way to
exchange questions for answers here. Since the students may
look at the reading passage, or rather they are encouraged to
look at it and make use of words and phrases in it, they have

a good opportunity to practice using what they have learnt.
This task must be a good preliminary exercise in preparation
for either of the other two discussion practices which would be
more difficult for them.

Every chapter consists of two parts. Dialogues and reading
passages are supposed to be completed with both Part 1 and
Part 2 activities. Almost all the practices in Part 2 are the

same as the ones in Part 1 except the two tasks at the end of
Part 2. They are the task (B) and the task (C) of Discussion.

In the task (C), the students are divided into a group of four

or five people, and they discuss the issues dealt with in each
chapter and give their opinions. However, before doing the free
discussion in groups (task C), the students do writing practice
in (B). It may seem a little strange to make the students do
writing practice before discussion considering this is not a
writing class. However, writing also has a close relationship to
speaking. That is to say, that both speaking and writing follow
the same procedure. First, pieces of information which people
want to transmit are composed and then they are outputted.
Consequently, it is essential for the students to do the exercise
of composing sentences before free conversations.

Conclusion

Five weeks are necessary to finish each chapter of this textbook
with a total of 25 weeks necessary for the entire course. This

is a simulation Global Education course and has not been
performed yet. However, some of the exercises have been
implemented in the author’s oral English class. The students
have watched videos dealing with global issues and had
listening practice. They also made presentations in groups

on themes such as environmentally friendly fuel, global
warming, pollution, the Internet, waste management, the ozone
layer depletion, and so forth. They were given one week for
preparation. The interesting finding was that students spent
much time for preparation in reading rather than writing or
memorizing. They said that they had much trouble in writing
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their ideas at first but after getting advice to read something
dealing with the topic on which they were going to make
presentation, their task became much easier. This is good
evidence that reading also plays an important role even in
speaking classes.

Finally, the most difficult thing in any Global Education
course must be to evaluate or assess the students’ achievement
concerning content (global issues). It would not be appropriate
to judge their achievement of this course only on whether they
have retained enough information concerning those issues and
have developed their problem-solving skills or not, because
this course is not focused on sociology but English language.
However, it is necessary for teachers to evaluate the students’
degrees of comprehension in some form.
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