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In this paper we propose that generalization is a key skill in becoming an advanced speaker of Japanese
(based on ACTFL OPI criteria), and suggest some task activities that help learners to produce paragraph-
level utterances. More specifically, we propose: (a) to have a three-component structure for paragraph-
length discourse, and (b) to use specific expressions for generalization activities. The first component of
the three-component structure is giving a general impression of an event; the second is narrating the
details of the event; and the third is generalization using yappari (adverb for general matter), hito wa mina
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(all people), and yo ne (isn't it). Learners can use this technique not only
for summarizing their own utterances but also for producing aizuchi as
an advanced speaker. Knowing this format is beneficial for the learn-
ers as they can apply this framework of generalization to any narrative
interactions, for which they cannot prepare in advance.
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