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This paper reports the use and effects of email exchange between American and Japanese college stu-
dents in foreign language classrooms. After introducing each other via email, students sent their email
partner questions in their target language. After several email exchanges, each student wrote an essay
based on the information they received from their email partner, and presented it in the class. The
results of the questionnaires showed that this project played an important role for students of authentic
foreign language learning. It was also successful in motivating students to write and read in their target
languages, and having students deepen their knowledge about their target language culture and society.
Finally, it was effective in enabling students to learn independently. A description of this email exchange
project and a discussion of its advantages for adoption in the foreign language classroom environment
are presented in this paper.
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1. How was the Email project?

O Fun

0 OK

O Not fun

Why is it? ( )

FULL SCREEN
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2. What was good for you about the email project?
[0 Can practice reading and writing English
[0 Can learn American cultures

[0 Can make an American friend

3. Do you want to participate in an email project again?
0 Yes

1 I do not know.

1 No

Why is it? ( )

&2
KREDEEFERT>—F
NOT AT ALL DEFINITELY

Cmmmmmmmmmm >

1. Does this email project help you improve your reading and

writing skills in Japanese?
1 2 3 4 5

2. Does this email project help you understand Japanese cul-

ture/society?
1 2 3 4 5

3. Do you think you learned many things which you didn’t

know before this email project?
1 2 3 4 5

BAD Lo > GREAT
4. What do you think about the topic you chose?

JALT2010 CONFERENCE

1 2 3 4 5
Write your topic:

5. What was the most difficult part of this email project?

6. What was the most enjoyable part of this email project?

7. Please write down anything you noticed or thought about this
email project.
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