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Comprehension of Japanese sound changes and the effectiveness
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Reference data:

Matsuzawa, T. (2011). Nihongo kaiwabun no onhenka ni kansuru rikai to kyooiku no kooka ni tsuite: Chuugokujin
bijinesu juujisha no baai [Comprehension of Japanese sound changes and the effectiveness of instruc-
tion: A case study in the Chinese business context]. In A. Stewart (Ed.), JALT2010 Conference Proceedings.
Tokyo: JALT.

There have been arguments that sound changes of spoken Japanese hinder the listening comprehension
of Japanese-language learners. This study was conducted on Chinese business people who use Japanese
for business, to investigate to what extent sound changes of spoken Japanese diminish understanding and
if explicit teaching of sound changes could improve their listening comprehension. This study used the
categorization of sound changes into four parts: palatalization, nasalization, consonant gemination, and eli-
sion. It turned out that participants in this study had an initial correct comprehension of sound changes of
22.07% on average, after instruction, it improved to 52.57%, and one month later, it retained the level
of 48.71%. As a result, we can conclude that the listening comprehension of Japanese sound changes by
Chinese business people is weak and explicit teaching of the sound changes can improve the situation.
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