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English for Specific Purposes (ESP) for
Students of Early-Childhood Education:
Focus on Needs Analysis
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English for specific purposes (ESP) is suggested here as one possible direction in
English education programmes for prospective nursery school teachers. ESP refers
to the teaching of English as it relates to a particular field of study as needed by a spe-
cific group of students. In Japan, several studies on ESP (e.g., Terauchi, 2005; Hashim-
oto, 2000; Miyama, 2000; Yamazaki, 2000; Yoshida, 2000; Sasajima, 2000) have been
conducted. This paper further contributes to the ESP literature by focusing on the
specific English language needs of students studying to become nursery teachers.
Because the number of foreign children at Japanese nursery schools is increasing,
nursery school teachers are more likely to be placed in situations where they have to
communicate with foreign children and their parents using English (Osuka, 2006).
Therefore, as part of this study, a needs analysis was carried out in order to develop a
curriculum introducing ESP into the study of early-childhood education.

The participants in this study were 52 freshmen majoring in early-childhood edu-
cation at a private college. The materials used in this study were four questionnaires
on preferred English learning styles, based on Kikuchi (2005), desired English skills
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at college, based on Hayasaka (1995), desired English lessons at college (Carreira,
2008), and desired English lessons concerning children (Carreira, 2008). Also, open-
ended questions were asked.

This paper explored the following research questions:

1.  What are the preferred English learning styles of students in early-childhood
education? How many clusters can be found?

2. What are the desired English skills of students preparing for a career in early-
childhood education? Among the clusters, how different are these desired
English skills?

3. What kinds of English lessons do students in early-childhood education
programmes want to get? Among the clusters, how different are the English
lessons they want to get?

4.  What kinds of English lessons concerning the teaching of children do the
students in early-childhood education programmes want to get? Among the
clusters, how different are these English lessons which students want?

The results revealed that the participants (a) want teachers to use Japanese in
English classes, (b) want teachers to correct all their mistakes immediately, (c) want
to learn daily conversation in English, (d) want to understand English in movies and
television and radio programs and (e) want to get lessons using English movies and
English songs for children.

The results can be divided into two groups using cluster analysis: one representing
negative attitudes towards English learning and the other representing positive at-
titudes towards English learning. A Mann-Whitney U test was conducted to compare
the scores on all the items between the negative attitudes group and the positive
attitudes group. The results showed there were significant differences between the
two groups. Whereas the negative attitudes group tended to want to learn English
using movies and TV programs, the positive attitudes group tended to want to com-
municate with native English speakers and practice-teach at nursery schools abroad.
Therefore, considering students’ needs, ESP courses can be introduced in early-
childhood education. Suggestions include lessons using movies and TV programs for
children and daily English conversation as required subjects, increased communica-
tion with native English speakers and practice-teaching at nursery schools abroad as
elective subjects. As a future consideration, we should analyze needs for discourse
communities and reveal what kinds of English they need in nursery schools after
graduation.
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Ftoaza=r—3ard, ZOERENDEE THEEMEHINDEE, HlAIEE
BEBEOIIZZr—2aPBdFsns ) (F5H, 2005, p. 21)e OF A AT—A0
2T DZ—ABLVQHS - KFED=— XN, FEHENHESER SR
EREELZIUTE DN T — X115 BAERI T TH 0, HMHIF O i
EEAERNROT D —RaEnS, THRRTHIUL, LEEE B2 EREDT vy
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i, 2000) .
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TERRICBWTHESPH Y T O—F 2 FEMANIC IO ANDZENKRETHDHES
Z, B EFEE LT,

BARDKEZHBICHITDESPHIR

HADRZOFEEFEHFITBWTIL, A0 B TESPORENTHNTER,
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WREOENEIML TN ZENSHEANREOREFREOIZ 22— a2l
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FEDAY AN U HEFF>TNBDM, 2.EDXDRIEEDRENZF T
BoTNWBDM, 3.EDLIRIFEDIFHESCLTFEDICHGRT 2RFBEOFZEEZHL
TENEESTNEONE ¢ BB ICEIOMRGE LTz, T ORER, [HEEEFE IR 524
AINELFA N (E 1 2SI ICTBW T % /KIETIHTIIEL  NEEICEN-/ZIEHA
13, HH2MZESD, OED TR I —TTl3R) FE T 5L FENINES ],
THHATIRENBRZBICZEBAEZ S TNDHELFEE TES ), HE6IM e AENHARE
TalHZE L T<NDELLFETED ), HATI AN TICROBRDZIELLELT
<NzEXW ), HAIRENAEZSEEZMD, — AN — NEFICEELTNSOMN
KW, HEI0TEEROME I/=D12725 ), HANEE2LZH THI<KEZE T Th<HE
THRDEMRICIES ], THH12IETARDVD/ARERfi>THM I 2004177, 18
H18TaJRE/R IR, KWW kiEZE DI EIIEEE | Thoiz, — 7, 5% KETIHTIE
ESBRW I MEREICENOERIFZHEBIMEAEDNB L <HEEEZL T<NEELN], TH
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K1 IRFBZECHITEIZERIMNNEFHIDEIEED x AREHER (N =52)

ABEPE R 2 2B B R4S LSRG L7 2B RUZHC
HTEFESN HTIEES XY %y BERER

1 21 31 1.92

2 17 35 6.23 *
3 39 13 13.00 **
4 9 43 22.23 **
5 29 23 0.69

6 2 50 44.31 **
7 6 46 30.77 **
8 35 17 6.23 *
9 17 35 6.23 *
10 9 43 22.23 **
11 5 47 33.92 **
12 11 41 17.31 **
13 19 33 3.77

14 34 18 4.92 *
15 44 8 24.92 **
16 30 22 1.23

17 19 33 3.77

18 2 50 44.31 **

"p<.05. "p< .01

[REEXTITHITMNITENWEFRRE ) (K222 W) ITBWTH%KET (HTIEX
2] WERIZE-EBR, HEH 1 REATo2 & &, FRETHRA R HHERPRILIC
KA B L&), HE2 [FEEEOBEST L E - I DA BHCHREZRMTDI L,
THH3 [HREOACHEECH AR E 25T T &), THHA [EEOHEESN A T4 A L% Tz
SSARADHTE), HHET [BEEEZ HARE TR &), HEL [$EE0TIES
LWREEHIMNIZ I L) THolz, —7, 5%KEET IHTIIRS/2W NAEEICE
MoTIHBIZIEHES (38R TR R/ I3 FE IR s R 2 Mg 2 2 &), THHG

[SERR DHEPIF LR 2 HSRICHO I &) ThoT7z,

R2. [ERETICHICHI/2WRFEREN ORIEB D x AREHER(N =52)

ABPE R EEZ 2B B R IT AR M LB R L 726 2R 2B R %A

HTIIESBN HTIIED Y% x 2BUERER
1 8 44 24.92 **
2 12 40 15.08 **
3 17 35 6.23 *
4 14 37 10.37 **
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ABPE R 2 2B S R ITA ML LSRR L7z RS R 2B R R

HTIIESAN HTIIED K9 % x HUERER
5 38 14 11.08 **
6 35 17 6.23 *
7 12 40 15.08 **
8 21 31 1.92
9 25 27 0.08
10 20 32 2.71
11 14 38 11.08 **

"p<.05. "p<.01

(2L WHEEOR Y (B322R) ITBW TS % KETIHTIEL  MNEZEIC
Loz THHIZ, THH6SGEZ LMD BATNSRE ), HHIIGMOI Y EHZ
T<NBFE, HHSNUAZ 7 OOV EH A TINDFE], HEHIBEST L E
Betfliz Lo 122, HHI12IPFEDIR THREZ LRI TH oz, — 1, 5% /KUET
[HTIEESEWINEEICEN->/-HEER, HE2ITOFELT A ®R ], HHE14TH
AENTOREZEMN DI IREZATOHBFENHE  THoT-,

K3 [FELAWEFEORE] OFRIRB D x AREHER(N =52)
AR R 2 2B S R 1T MU EREH LTz R 2B B REE BT

HTEFFESRN HTIFES X9 % o 2HRAE G R
1 28 24 0.31
2 34 18 492 *
3 31 21 1.92
4 28 24 0.31
5 19 33 3.77
6 18 34 492 *
7 10 42 19.69 **
8 12 40 15.08 **
9 10 41 18.84 **
10 24 28 0.31
11 24 27 0.18
12 18 33 441 *
13 28 23 0.49
14 32 18 3.92 *
15 26 24 0.08
16 25 25 0.00

‘p<.05 "p<.01
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[FEBICRRT DIEFEDIRZE | (F42 SR IZBVWTEBKETIHTIEES N
BEIZEN-ERE, HE TFESHOIEFEDIE-SSATKSTHIZW ], THHEHE
[FEHHDOMEZFS/-1Z 2 ToTIELW I THho7z, —F, 5%B/KUETIH T
ESBWNE REICEN-IEHB, HEHIFEETIHOMOBOMN =R E L THZ
W, HHI0 B TBRNEDIREEToTHAIZW ], JHH 11 3HE T TIEOIFEE
T THZWTH-=,

R4, [FEBICEART HEFOREI DRIEB D x ARTEHER(N =42)

AB(PE R EEZ 2B B R IC A M LSRR L 72 2R 2B REE R

HTIEESRN HTIFED KT % x 2BUERER
1 16 26 2.38
2 19 23 0.38
3 27 15 3.43
4 27 15 3.43
5 13 29 6.10 *
6 12 30 7.71 **
7 20 22 0.10
8 15 27 3.43
9 29 13 6.10 *
10 29 13 6.10 *
11 29 13 6.10 *
12 24 17 1.20

"p<.05. "p<.01

REZEICH T BRGNP BN ZIGSFEEHDILE

[PFEF IR T B2 AU A  DIEEAEHSAE R ZERAWT, #E LEkiE
FROREEDT N —T 0 F &7 o7, S 1— )y REa#fEE WD+ —REIc k57
FAT =D EITOIZFE R, 2D DI T AT =R TER, 1T AY—ITI3164,
FBUIIAY—ITII36 L DOFAEBERNFENEENTW(K 1 25HR),

BT A — DR AN D120, JiBEEHITNT 2 A5 1) RUFAD K EE
IZOWTR IRy = DUREZEIT o7z, /2 INT AN IIEDR iy =
—QUMREZFEA LD, EREOKRE DR, ERA MM LURWERNS N/
O TH D, X1y b Z—DOURE (B E/KHES %) DFERIIHRS DD TH 5,

WHH2 MR, OEDTRTRI—TTIERL) FHTHEFENINES ],
THH3MEAENH L <FZEEZ L TNDELW ], HEATRENERZICEBAEETST
WBEELLSFEYETES ), HEEAENT AR L TNED, fHEEH L T<NbEL
SHETED), HHSI AL Ea— oAy —Fy heflioTHBEE MR T DI LI
BIENH 5], HEHI0TFIEROBE 372012725, HHIIIB2DOI71 7427 (i
D)FEEPHWIELHOEMIRIC/S ), HEALIFEFEOREEEH L T<NZIED
Mg, HEI6THIMIEEZLIZWEES TN ICBWTHE T 75 A5 —1358H
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1 A7 —X0BEITHBED &N T, 475, IEE 17T HEFE DDA EKEL
TLEINDE THDITBWTEIIITAY—ITHE N VT AY—X0EEITHENE
Molz, BN U TAY—ITBNTHE] wm\ MoT-HENE TN L <I%¥EsE
LTnsdELNn], IEElﬁHﬁé"* WCEMELIZWEESTNWS ], IHHSMIO P a—
BRA A —Fy NS THFEZ MR T DT EITHRND B | 7 EFGEF 3 1THE
MREENZ W, WA, BV TAY—ERmBEFEFITHT DM BEEL, 58
07525 —7% &M e Lz,

&5, [REBEFBICHTDFEZRIMNINEFH] DRIEEDEBH - BB IN—T
R DFGE - FREREETY - RAY = —DURE DFER

15 AR (N = 16) FEMLHY) (N = 36)

H SEEE (R e EEREE < R Mybh=—
1 2.63 1.02 2.44 0.81 254.00

2 1.81 0.66 3.17 0.65 49.50 **
3 1.56 0.51 2.39 0.73 119.50 **
4 2.75 0.86 3.33 0.72 180.00 *

5 1.75 0.58 2.72 0.74 100.00  **
6 3.56 0.51 3.56 0.61 281.00

7 3.56 0.63 3.33 0.72 238.50

8 1.50 0.63 2.53 0.94 114.50 **
9 2.63 1.02 3.03 0.81 229.00

10 2.81 0.83 3.33 0.68 188.00 *

11 3.06 0.68 3.33 0.59 227.00

12 3.19 0.83 3.08 0.77 266.50

13 2.19 0.75 2.86 0.76 158.50 *

14 1.38 0.50 2.58 0.87 78.00  **
15 1.75 0.86 1.78 0.8 278.00

16 1.81 0.91 2.44 1.05 189.50 *

17 3.5 0.73 2.64 1.07 157.00 *

18 3.38 0.62 3.61 0.55 228.00

p<.05."p<.01

RITTZEFEF TIZHITA T 2N IFERE 7 ) N AR Y | BEE TR | BRIC BT E
DEITEBEZMETNDZD, FHEHEITDWTY Y Ry b —OUKE (F &K
UE5%) B 1T o7, TDFERIZE6DTD TH 5, HHIHEFEOAR LMl %
FOTE ], HHATFFEOHEBESCA T AF L ET<SRADHIE], HATIFGEE A4
FEICITICR T 2& ), BLOHEBIIEGEDOSGAITHE BT A& NTBWTHERICTE
FREY | BED f g N B o7z,
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+®6. [FEETICHICHIT VRS ORIEE OHIEN - BB )L —TRID
Tl - BEREEY - RAYPZ—DUREDHER

IH M (N = 16) FEMRPY (N = 36)
H SEEE S R SEEE ERERE R fybhD—

1 3.00 0.97 3.44 0.65 215.00
2 2.81 0.75 3.22 0.80 201.00
3 2.25 1.06 3.06 0.86 165.00 *
4 2.63 0.62 3.17 0.82 168.00 *
5 1.88 0.72 2.28 0.85 218.00
6 1.81 0.98 2.33 0.93 196.50
7 2.56 0.96 3.19 0.79 182.00 *
8 2.69 1.01 2.92 0.91 253.50
9 1.75 0.86 2.81 0.86 120.00 **
10 2.31 1.14 2.86 1.02 208.00
11 2.69 0.95 2.89 0.67 256.00

"p<.05."p< .01
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