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The Analysis of Cultural Issues in Japanese High School
English Textbooks: From the Perspective of Intercultural

Understanding

RN S

Kouki Ookawa
BREBINIAEFERBETRK
Ehime Prefectural Matsuyamaminami
Tobe Branch High School

Cultural understanding is one main objective in teaching En-
glish at Japanese high schools, as suggested by the Ministry
of Education (MEXT). Four cultural components, in twelve En-
glish textbooks, were examined: variety of categories, areas
where English was used, the purposes of the materials, and
the quality of the content. The result of this research indicates
that these materials cover tangible contents such as places
and buildings and intangible ideas such as certain beliefs and
personal views. American and Japanese topics were frequent-
ly used, while the number of lessons related to countries where
English is used as the second language was very small. These
findings suggest that it is necessary to increase not only the
content concerned with those countries but also with Asian
nations such as Korea, China, and Taiwan since many students
will have chances to communicate with these Asian people in
English in the future.
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3rd and International Conference on

Critical, Constructive
Assessment of CEFR-Based
Language Teaching in Japan
and Beyond
March 26-27, 2016 (Saturday & Sunday)
Osaka University—Nakanoshima Centre
Plenary: Dr. B. Kiihn and Dr. Nhung Pham.

Includes workshops from educators in Japan
who have implemented CEFR-informed
programs in language education.
Please check FLP SIG website for further
details: http://tinyurl.com/CriConCef3

This conference is entirely FREE of charge.
Contact: flpsig@gmail.com
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