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The immense and growing change in technology in the last
decade has opened up a new door in education, creating new
opportunities to learn, collaborate, and connect to each other
by exponentially expanding the physical limits of school. This
digital revolution has unleashed creativity and new insights with
unlimited resources to facilitate language learning. Our newest
generation has already demonstrated to us how it has impacted
the way they learn, think, and interact, pointing us to learning
technologies and their potential uses in and out of our classes.
This talk will explore the whys and hows of integrating technol-
ogy in small steps; making learning fun with web tools that
every teacher should know and take advantage of to heighten
the learning experience in young learners’ classes. Hang onto
your hats because technology is for everyone and we are
about to take that leap!

ZDI0FEDT /AP —DERBELT. FROEFEFIF SRS
KU FXBBHBL. BEVCDEBUEIHLWERDESN HED
FLOEDBREDINZ, COTOFIIVERIT ERFEERESHHER
DUY—RTEENEH L WVRARZI SR L, &ROFHLOERDA%
3. 70/ =DBODICHESDFVA, B K. A Y503 DhHEE
[RWVEEEZEZTWA0EIEICRE DI RZAMIEITEZEED
DT/ 0T —E ZDOERADARMEICDOVTHRLTND, REE
T} 74/ —2RUANSEBHE, TOHEICDNTKRE TS, F
VEDISATDEERROELEEDD-OICHMAMBNE FIAT
NEVLTY—VEF>T FBEELVODICT DI LERET D, &
SAHDERFIITETNDLEDIM. T0/A2—EIRTDALDHDT
HY, AEFEES(CTIEROBALOELTNDDE,

“Our students have changed radically. To-
day’s students are no longer the people our
educational system was designed to teach.”
Marc Prensky

Technology is for every-
one: Take the leap!

oday the world is undergoing a digital
I change that cannot be dragged back,

changing our newest generation of digital
users as well. If we look around, we can easily
see the effects and the radical impact of the latest
technologies on our children that are growing
up in this digital wave. It is reshaping the way
they live, think, and learn, allowing our children
to collaborate, interact, and create more things
than ever before. It is as if our children have been
normalized by all these new gadgets of this new
era. In one of his talks, Sir Ken Robinson said,
“Technology isn’t technology if it already existed
when you were born.” He is quite right because
what we actually call “technology” today our
children simply accept as a natural part of life.

Today’s children are interactive, online, more
collaborative than ever, and they are much more
motivated to respond when they do the things
that they are passionate about. They have a wide
range of hobbies and they are multi-taskers.
They like to be challenged and they can easily
get bored if they are not. Every day, they are
spending countless hours using these popular
technologies. They are in a way learning to use
the digital devices before they learn to tie their
shoes or even speak and they are good at adopt-
ing and using them, most of the time they are
much better than us. I have always had children
in my young learner classes who are trying to
help me figure out how to make the computer or
the CDs work when they think I am not capable
of doing so. I am sure you have had similar
experiences in your life with children at home or
in classes.

“If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob
our children of tomorrow.” John Dewey

In fact, integrating technology in education
is no longer a new area. It's always been a part
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of our classes from the beginning. Once it was
the pen and paper; today the Internet, mobile
devices, and web-based tools are the new
technologies. While all these technologies have
arisen throughout the centuries, our needs and
passion as teachers to find useful and meaning-
ful ways to incorporate them into our teaching
has flourished as well. It has pushed the evalua-
tion of learning technologies that is demonstrat-
ing to us the immense potential that they have
for our children today.

It has opened new doors for us, letting stu-
dents and teachers access information, resources,
and even each other in a more flexible way.

It has created a new and a different context
where children can experience new challenges
and connect to different places and cultures. It
has made it easier for us to connect with our
students outside the walls of the classroom and
create new dynamic learning environments.

The innovative and creative ways of using these
tools help us to engage our children in their own
learning using different materials and activities
in ways in which traditional education doesn’t
seem capable of. The new tools have helped us
bridge the gaps between the classroom and the
real world: how students learn and how they are
taught.

“If you generally think of the Internet as a place
to look up stuff, you are missing the best part.”
Anonymous

There are numerous web tools that we can
integrate into our own teaching, and if you are a
teacher of young learners like me, the tools that
you can use are more colourful, interactive, and
fun to play with. The good thing about these
tools is that you don’t have to be a tech savvy
teacher to use them. If you know how to sign
up for a website, have a Facebook account, or
know how to upload pictures and copy a link to
an email, that’s enough to figure out how to use
them. Most of the tools are alike in form and in
use, so once you get the idea of using one, the
others seem much easier to implement and cre-
ate. We can also take advantage of the fact that
often, educators from around the world have
already created tutorials on how to use these
tools, written lesson plans for different level of

students, and come up with inspiring ideas to
integrate these tools into our own teaching.

By using some of the tools in class or assigning
students to play with one of the tools at home,
we can give students another powerful tool to
motivate them and facilitate language learning.
Think of your children creating avatars (a charac-
ter that represents an online user) and making
them talk about their likes and dislikes with their
own voices, or putting some pictures together
with their favourite music and creating a short
video of the things that they did last weekend,
or creating an online pin board where they can
pin virtual pictures, texts, links, and videos
and share them with others. Think of yourself
as a teacher sitting in front of your computer
screen, with your coffee in your hand, ready to
collaborate with your students or other classes
on a worldwide project. Think of the power in
your hands when giving your students the two
options of writing a diary: one of them is with a
pen and paper, the other one is by simply trying
a web tool to keep an online diary. To be able to
do this, you don’t even need to have the facilities
in the classroom because students already have
them at home.

These days, we have various tools in our
magic bags to encourage our kids to speak and
write in English at home while they are having
fun and doing the thing that they know best:
using technology and engaging themselves in
their own learning while facing challenges. Our
children can write a dialogue on a worksheet or
they can use the same dialogue in creating an
animation or an online pop-up book. What they
write, what they learn, and the outcomes will
be the same. The only difference is the tools that
they will be using.

Yes, of course, web tools have come with

their numerous uses and put new demands on
teachers. Our classrooms, houses, and even our
students may be surrounded by the latest and
greatest of technology and the challenge starts
here. It is how we find the best tools that are rel-
evant to our topic, culture, and curriculum and
most importantly, important for our objectives.
It is how we use these tools to facilitate language
learning that counts, because we cannot think
of technology tools that can be used every day
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or for every bit of our curriculum. We can’t

use technology just for the sake of using it or it
certainly cannot replace what we are teaching.
We should consider technological tools just like
any other tool such as a new game or a new spice
for cooking to help us to teach, motivate our
students, blow their minds, and make them learn
or practice the language.

Answering the call of the new century with
small steps, even if it is only on a trial basis
means a lot (Klopfer, Osterweil, Groff, & Haas,
2009). You may think that you do not have
the facilities to use these tools at the moment.
But who says that you won’t forever? Let’s be
prepared. Let’s not limit ourselves from seeing
the potential of the tools that are ready in our
hands, because we are teachers who are build-
ing the steps towards the future. It means that
we believe in lifelong learning and continuous
professional development. Let’s juggle one
more thing to take another leap forward with
our students to do our best to engage them in
this globally connected world, by giving them
something new, something better. In the end,
taking this leap is sure to be a journey that we
and our students will enjoy and benefit from.
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Speakers at JALT2012

This year's conference brings to Japan five respected
plenary speakers from five distinct fields which means
that whatever your area of interest, there is some-
thing for you. On top of this, there are eight featured
speakers and a specially invited Asian Scholar.

Even a brief look at the biographies of the plenary
speakers suggests that among them, they have
worked in, taught in, lived in, or been to a large per-
centage of all the countries in the world.

John Eyles

... speaking on Saturday
afternoon, is a new commu-
nication technology expert
who works with companies
and organizations around the
world planning and develop-
ing digital education programmes and projects,
some of which he’'ll talk to us about. Early in his
career, he taught in Japan so he has an insider’s
knowledge of the situations that Japan-based
educators face on a day-to-day basis. Like the
other plenary speakers, he has worked around
the world, including the UK, USA, Thailand,
and NZ (his homeland). John is Chair of the
EON Foundation.

* ook for information about our other
A JALT2012 speakers on other pages of
iy this issue of TLT.

Difference
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