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Appeal to MEXT policy making during
the review process for introducing
English language education into the
Japanese primary school system

There are two purposes to this paper: (1) to clarify
problems with the process used to introduce Eng-
lish Language Education as a required course in
primary education and (2) to pose some questions
concerning the policy-making of the Ministry of
Education.

This paper reveals how before English Language
Education was approved as a required course in
Japanese primary school, academic literature was
already discussing that equal opportunities in
education and smooth relationships had to be taken
into account when transitioning to mandatory
primary English Language Education. In addi-
tion to warnings regarding equality and harmony,
there were warnings that MEXT needed to take
into account the need for initial teacher education
and continuing in-service education. However, this
need for a teacher education framework is a serious
problem for which no effective solutions have been
disclosed by MEXT. These issues lead us to con-
clude that MEXT policy making is questionable.
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