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The use of blogs in a university intermediate level Japanese language course is presented. The students
used blogs to write weekly journals, which they then shared with classmates to read and provide com-
ments on. To integrate four skills, students also recorded audio files of their speech on the blogs and

L]
USI ng blogs were able to listen to the audio files of others. When compared to traditional writing assignments, the

results of the questionnaires show that these blogs better motivated students to write in Japanese, im-
proved their Japanese proficiency, and increased their confidence in their writing ability. The blogs were
also successful in building a sense of community among the students and forced them to learn independ-
ently. A description of the blog method and its advantages for adoption in the classroom environment
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Appendix |

Pre-task questionnaire

strongly strongly
disagree agree
1. Ilike writing in Japanese. 1 2 3 4 5

2.1 like speaking in Japanese.
3.1am confident when writing in Japanese.
1 2 3 4 5

4.1 am confident when speaking in Japanese.

1 2 3 4 5
5.1 want other students to read my writing.

1 2 3 4 5
6. I want other students to listen to me speak.

1 2 3 4 5

7. Reading the work of other students improves my Japanese
proficiency. 1 2 3 4 5
8. Listening to other students speak improves my Japanese
proficiency. 1 2 3 4 5
9. Receiving comments from the teacher on my writing/ speak-
ing grammar improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5
10. Receiving comments from the teacher on the ideas and con-
tent of my writing / speaking improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5
11. Receiving comments from other students on my writing/
speaking grammar improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5
12. Receiving comments from other students on the ideas and
content of my writing/speaking improves my Japanese profi-
ciency.

1 2 3 4 5



Appendix 2

Post-task questionnaire

strongly strongly
disagree agree
1. I like writing in Japanese. 1 2 3 4 5
2.1 like speaking in Japanese. 1 2 3 4 5

3.1am confident when writing in Japanese.

1 2 3 4 5
4.T am confident when speaking in Japanese.

1 2 3 4 5
5.1 want other students to read my writing.

1 2 3 4 5
6.1 want other students to listen to me speak.

1 2 3 4 5

7. Reading the work of other students improves my Japanese
proficiency. 1 2 3 4 5
8. Listening to other students speak improves my Japanese
proficiency. 1 2 3 4 5
9. Receiving comments from the teacher on my writing/speak-
ing grammar improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5
10. Receiving comments from the teacher on the ideas and con-
tent of my writing/speaking improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5
11. Receiving comments from other students on my writing/
speaking grammar improves my Japanese proficiency.

1 2 3 4 5

12. Receiving comments from other students on the ideas and
content of my writing/speaking improves my Japanese profi-
ciency.

1 2 3 4
13. I enjoyed the online weekly journal. 1 2 3 4

14. I feel that the online weekly journal improved my writing
skills. 1 2 3 4

15. I feel that the online weekly journal improved my speaking
skills. 1 2 3 4

16. The online weekly journal motivated me to write more in
Japanese as compared to the traditional writing assignments.

1 2 3 4

17. What do you think were the advantages of doing a blog in
this course?

1 2 3 4

18. What do you think were the disadvantages of doing a blog
in this course?

1 2 3 4

19. Will you continue writing on your blog in the future?

5

5

5

5
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