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tudents who tend to be hesitant to produce English (both in writing and through

speaking) in typical language classrooms often become very active and creative

when they engage in English writing activities using computers, such as creating
webpages, writing stories using authoring software, or communicating with people via e-mail.

This article will show an example of student-created English wall newspapers
done with word processing software that can be printed and placed on the wall for an
authentic audience on some special occasions such as school events, and converted
into HTML yles to be shown on a website to a larger authentic audience, where
authentic audiences mean those who fiby and large focus on the meaning of messages
rather than on their formo (Johnston, 1999, p. 62).

One of the advantages with this kind of activity is that teachers can have teaching
materials and writing examples in English ready at hand by saving their studentsd
work on their schoolds web server or yle server. Accumulating examples on their
schoolbs computer system will help organize their thoughts and improve their
teaching skills as well as the technical knowledge they will need in the classroom
setting continuously for years to come.
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In the computer room, students interact with their
teacher and peers more freely and creatively by searching
for information on the Internet while engaging in their
assignments. For this reason, webpage creation can
be a very good English writing project for students.
Actually the project of creating webpages in English had
been successfully offered to this authorés students for
several years. Recently, however, some students became
more absorbed in designing their webpages rather than
concentrating on the content of their assignments, which
was to write about various topics in English. To avoid
such a problem, a new project of creating an English wall
newspaper using word processing software has been adopted
since 2003, where document yles of wall newspapers can be
converted into HTML yles using the softwarets yle converter
at a later time.

Care should be taken in using any kind of software
depending on the type of project and the type of students you
teach. This article will therefore introduce (1) pros and cons
of using word processing software for such writing activities,
(2) some comparisons between wall newspaper creation in
MS Word and webpage creation using HTML tags in a text
editor, and (3) ways in which to deal with different learning
styles of students.

0 O

For several years, in the English Word Processing and
Business Letter Writing course, which was offered to junior
college computer science major students, students created
English webpages using HTML tags in a text editor. In 2003,
the writing project was switched to creating wall newspapers
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using MS Word. The reason? Because students can
concentrate more on the content of the project by using word
processing software rather than spend a great deal of time
designing their webpages using a text editor. All the students
learned to use the word processing software beforehand.
Also, it was hoped that a document yle could easily be
converted into an HTML yle using MS Wordés yle converter.

0oooooao

In the spring semester of 2004, the above-mentioned course
was offered to both junior college and four-year university
students, all female, in the same class. This addition of four-
year university students to a course that was formally geared
only toward junior college students, was a big concern for
the teacher in the beginning of the project.

The table below shows some different characteristics
in the two types of students for the teacher to take into
consideration.

English skills of the four-year university students majoring
in International Relations were better on the average than
those of the junior college computer science major students.
On the other hand, the junior college studentsd computer
skills were better than those of the four-year university
students. It turned out that one year difference between two
types of students and different majors had some effects in
their choice of topics.
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Second-year junior

Second- and third-

Computer use

Student type college students year university
students
Major Computer Science Interqatlonal
Relations
Enalish abilit Low to low- Low-intermediate
9 y intermediate level to intermediate
Attitude toward Hesitant to practice More active an d
English English eager to practice
English
Less

Knowledgeable in
various computer
techniques

knowledgeable but
no problem in using
word processing
software

Age

19-20 years old

20-21 years old

Teaching the mixture of different types of students in the
same language learning class is not very easy, but fortunately
there were no major problems with this writing project this
year. All the students chose their own topics, which means
that they chose their contents more or less in accordance
with their interests and levels of proyciency in both English
and computer use. Also, this year compared to the previous
year, students were assigned to write two pages instead of
one, which meant possibly more topics to write about.

Both types of students learned Japanese word processing
skills using the same software (MS Word) when they were
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in the yrst year. In the beginning of this course, they learned
to type and write business letters in English briepy and
therefore, most of them had the basic knowledge of typing
in English before starting this writing project. If we chose
to do the webpage creation, it would have been necessary to
set up some time to teach technical matters to the four-year
university students.

goioooonootootog

The course period is from April to July, once a week for 90
minutes in each class, and the time allotted for this project is
about 4 to 5 class hours from June to July.

The procedure mentioned here mostly follows the one
which was used and tested in a previous webpage creation
project for the most part (Miyao, 2003, p. 70).

1. Several weeks before the writing project, ask students

to start thinking about topics. If it is not the yrst time, you
can show the previous yeards wall newspaper examples to
them. This will give useful hints about topics to choose and
possible designs of wall newspapers.

2. On the yrst day of the writing project, explain how to
write wall newspapers. The following are some of the
instructions given to the students this year:
Number of pages: Two pages (one page only in
2003)

Newspaper name: Any name of your choice

Topics: Self-introduction, favorite things,
interesting places to visit (restaurants, shops,
amusement parks, foreign countries, etc.), events
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(yreworks, festivals, etc.), interviews with
friends, teachers, family, etc., advertisements
(real or imaginative), or any other topics you
want to introduce.

Format: The ynal version is to be printed on an
A-3 size super-yne paper and displayed at the
college festival in October. Try to write in a
reader-friendly manner because people other than
your teacher and classmates will read your wall
newspaper at the festival.

Visual: You can include your favorite illustrations,
pictures, photos, or background colors.

3. Have students write brief activity reports in handwriting
at the end of each class. Collect and reuse the report sheets
for your next class.

4. Check how students are doing by walking around in the
computer room. Give students some suggestions for solving
their problems, if they have any.

5. Ask students to evaluate the wall newspapers of two other
students whom they do not know so well. This is a good
opportunity for them to repect on their own work and learn
to evaluate other studentsd writing in a constructive way.
Some of the criteria in the peer evaluation form follows the
fiWeb Site Criteria0 developed by Lasarenko (1997, p.212).
The sample evaluation form is as follows.

- - - - Peer Evaluation Form - - - - - -
Name of the Writer:
Name of the Wall Newspaper:
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Date of Evaluation:

Give a brief description of the wall newspaper:
Overall design: Is it visually effective? (color, text,
layout, graphics, etc.)

Information: Is the information clearly stated? Is it
effectively laid out? Is it easy to ynd?

Topics: Are the topics useful, interesting, fun, new,
etc.?

Titles of the main topics: Write down the titles of
the main topics.

Suggestions: What suggestions for improvement
did you provide? (Did you see any improvement
because of your suggestions?

- -- (Two forms are printed on one sheet of paper.) - - -

6. Provide instructions for submitting both printed and
electronic versions. The following is the instructions given to
the students at the end of the term:

Check the content and design of the newspaper.

Make a report and submit with your wall newspaper.
In the report, answer the following questions:

How long did it take to complete?
What portion was difycult, fun, easy, etc.?

What did you ynd while working on your wall
newspaper?

U Do you have any comments about your classmateso
wall newspapers?
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U Do you have any comments, suggestions, or
complaints about this project?

Make your own yle folder in the course folder on
the yle server, and save the .doc yle in it.

Convert the .doc yle into an HTML yle and save

the HTML yle together with its attachment folder

in your yle folder.

7. Create a top webpage containing links to each studentés
wall newspaper in the course folder, and upload the course
folder onto the web server.

8. Display the wall newspapers in both or either .doc yles
and/or HTML yles on the course website.

9. Three weeks before the collegeds fall festival, check all
the newspapers again and inform students of revisions or
corrections, if any.

10. Ask students to print the results on A-3 size super-yne
papers and submit them up until three days before the
college festival.

This yearts wall newspaper examples are displayed at:
<http://www.kasei.ac.jp/~student/report04/eibun04/>. Also,
two examples are shown in the Appendix 1 of this article.

goooooomooo
oo

This is a student-centered writing project and students can
choose their own topics. Therefore, even though they are
hesitant in the beginning, once they decide what to write
about, they become productive and creative.

00000000ol0ooolnbO0

Students realize that writing in English is rather difycult
but they soon start checking various sources using the
Internet and other means because they are writing about
topics they are interested in. They actively seek whatever
sources they want to ynd.

The wall newspapers are to be displayed at the fall festival.
Expecting real readers is an incentive for students to strive
for good-quality writing. They learn to become reader-
friendly by writing in a way that readers like to read. For
example, some students include actual advertisements of
their club activities on the day of the festival.

oooo

There are always technical problems you must take into
consideration when using computers and software. Many
problems occurred in 2003, the yrst year of this writing
project.

For example, some students had problems when
converting a document yle into an HTML yle. The reason
was not known at the time but it became clear later that
anything (letters and pictures) written outside the left and
right margins in a document yle would be cut off when
converted into an HTML yle. When using text boxes in a
document yle, it is possible to use the area outside of the
margins. It is also possible to show and print whatever is
written outside the margins in most cases, but that is not
the case with HTML yles. To avoid any problems like this,
and simplify the procedure, only the document yles are
displayed on the course website this year so far. However,
the converted webpages will also be displayed after double-
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checking if those webpages can be browsed without any
problem.

Also, we learned last year that any line spacing would
be returned to single (default) line spacing when converted
into an HTML yle. Students use text boxes to write articles,
and as a result, some sentences, if written with narrower
line spacing, might be hidden under the end of the text box
when the newspaper is converted into a webpage. Therefore,
this year students were instructed not to use different line
spacing. (Single line spacing in the Japanese version of
MS Word is wider than the one in the English version, and
thus the instructor originally suggested her students to use
narrower line spacing without expecting this problem to
occur.)

At the term end, students were asked to upload two
(.doc and HTML) yles and one attachment folder (for
the HTML yle) into a designated course folder on a web
server, in addition to many other chores such as ynishing
writing the newspaper, submitting a report, or converting
yles into HTML yles. The majority of the students had no

problem following the instructions and completing the tasks.

However, there were some students who did not follow the
instructions, which were clearly written in both English and
Japanese. They did not upload some yles or saved them

in a wrong folder. To simplify the procedure, this year,
students were instructed to save all the yles and folders in a
designated folder on a yle server only. The actual uploading
was done by the teacher at one time during the summer
vacation. For the design of the top page, a student was hired
to do the job during the summer to reduce the teacherés
workload.

0000000000 oooln0O0m

Regarding the display of the studentsd wall newspapers
at the fall festival, some students did not respond to any
of the instructions (via e-mail) regarding corrections and
printouts for the festival. Some of them were too busy by
being involved in the festivalds preparation committees, and
some others thought it was OK not to respond because the
instructions were given after they had already received their
grades for the course. Only three or four students did not
follow the instructions this year, but this is the area in which
the teacher must consider what to do next year.

0 1 A A O | W
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Some years ago, when webpages were simpler and less
sophisticated to create due to many technical restrictions, the
students in the English Word Processing course produced more
writing. However, with all of the advanced technology available
to us to use especially in the last couple of years, students tend
to spend a great deal of time in perfecting the appearance of
their webpages using colorful illustrations, moving pictures, or
wallpapers found on websites. It also seems as if students today
are more visually minded and tend to write less.

By hoping that students may concentrate more on their
writing content by using word processing software, the
writing project has been switched from webpage creation to
wall newspaper creation. This kind of change may appear to
go against the current trend in which we push ourselves to
use more advanced technology in the language classroom.
But sometimes it is better to use familiar and simple-to-use
software so that the teacher and students can concentrate on
the content of the writing project.
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Also, if we want our student works to be shown on a
website, we can still do so by converting document yles into
HTML yles and then display them on a website.

0 0 A
0ooooooo

In this student-centered writing project, you can use several
approaches to encourage your students to write actively.

In the English word processing course, students yrst learn
about the basics of English business letter writing. Initially
they need to read various forms of business letters and as
a result, they tend to become rather passive in the class.
Therefore, the latter half of the course is devoted to student-
centered writing activities such as wall newspaper creation
that give students fimore control over what and how they are

learningo (Richards, J. C., Platt, J. & Platt, H., 1997, p. 359).

It is necessary to give your students a reasonable deadline
for each step of the project. If they do not have a deadline,
they tend to waste too much time. Also, submitting their
daily progress report serves as a reminder for them of how
they are doing on the project.

In this type of writing project, you can give your students
a real audience. If they realize that their wall newspapers are
to be displayed, for example, at their college festival, they
will try hard to make the paper look nice and interesting to
read.

Peer evaluation makes students realize that some of
their peers are really creative and innovative in writing,
and stimulates them to improve their writing and learn to
appreciate other studentso writing.
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It is also very important to encourage students who are
not very good at writing in English to write in short and
simple English. Some students in the course are at a low
level of English proyciency and for them it is very difycult
to write in English. Some of them resort to using Internet
translation software. Those students usually write in long
and complicated sentences in Japanese and think the
translation software will take care of the rest for them, but
the result is usually a mishmash of very strange sentences
that are very hard or impossible to understand. In that case,
they should be encouraged to write short sentences in very
simple English rather than using translation software. They
might be interested in expressing themselves in very simple
Japanese yrst and then translating it into simple English. For
such students, writing about themselves (self-introduction)
or about their favorites (such as favorite singers, hobbies,
etc.) are easy and interesting topics to handle in English.

In a writing project using computers, students have chances
to brush up their computer skills as well as English skills.
When in a regular classroom, we focus solely on language
learning, but in the computer room, students can improve
their computer skills while learning English at the same time
without noticing it. Also, while using computer technology,
they do not seem to mind at all trying to ynd solutions and/or
information by themselves. In other words, they become
active learners of English without realizing it themselves.

OooooooooolUJooooooiooo



I 1

0ooo0ooioo

This wall newspaper writing project has been under way for
two years. Students enjoy the process of writing because
they can choose their favorite topics and concentrate on the
content of writing by using word processing software.

Another beneyt is that we can save the results of student
writing on a website or on a yle server so that students and
the teacher can go back and read the results whenever they
like. That is especially helpful when you prepare for a new
project or revise existing projects.

Other kinds of projects using computers and different
software have been tried by this author at her college. Those
are more suitable for smaller groups of students or seminar-
type courses because more time has to be spent on learning
how to use particular software or a computer environment.

In contrast, this wall newspaper writing project can be
offered to a large group of students in a regular language
learning classroom with less technical requirements because
we use ordinary word processing software. We should avoid
making technology a barrier when using computers. ilf
students must struggle in the language learning classroom, it
should be with the language itself and not the toolso (Beller-
Kenner, 1999, p. 373). All students need to have in this
writing project is some word processing skills. Even if they
dontt know a particular feature of the software, they tend to
help each other to ynd a solution quickly and easily.

Therefore, if you are looking for a student-centered writing
project using computers but do not want to spend too much
time on technical matters, then this kind of wall newspaper
writing project may be worth considering.
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